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ADVERTISEMENT. 



I MUST express my regret that in Part I. the days 

devoted to Lent and Easter were not more distinctly 

marked as belonging to those special seasons. If a 

second Edition should be called for, this defect shall 

be remedied. Meanwhile, those who have purchased 

Part I. may apply the remedy themselves, by heading 

Feb. 24 "First Friday in Lent" (after the example of 

Feb. 23), and so on until April 15 inclusive, when the 

special Easter texts are discontinued. In like manner 

May 18, 19, 20, should severally be headed, "Friday," 

" Saturday," " Sunday after Ascension Day ;" and May 28, 

29, 30, "Monday," "Tuesday," " Wednesday in Whitsun- 

week." 

W. H. E. 



2 THE EYERT-DAT COMFAJflOy, 



June 3. 

Job L 21. Naked eame I out of my motker^g ittmb, and naked 
shall I return thither : the Lord gave, and the Lord hath takem 
away ; blessed be the Name of the Lord, 

When I am disappointed of something which I hare 
hoped for, what do I do? Do I remember that I have 
nothing of my own, and shall have nothing when I die, — 
that then it will not matter what I have had or not had ? 
Do I remember also that all I have is from Grod, and only 
lent by Him, that He may recall it when He pleases, and 
that when I lose it, it is that He has recalled it? But 
He can do nothing but perfect good, — good in itself and 
good for me. Oh, for grace to refer everything to Grod, 
and to see God in everyfiiing ! 

When our brightest hopes depart. 

When oar fairest visions fi&de, 
Whisper to the fainting hearty — 

'^ It is I ; be not a&aid.' 



n 



June 4. 

Mabk v. 28. If I may touch but His clothes, I shall be whole. 

How does this woman's faith put to shame the unbelief 
of us Christians ! I have all God's ordinances, which are 
as near to Him as were Christ's garments to His sacred 
Body, and through them I might draw all saving virtue 
from Him, if I had but faith. I will draw near to Him 
in Holy Communion, and will feed on Him in those blessed 
elements. I will confess my sins to Him, and believe that 
His gracious words of pardon are spoken to me. I will 
kneel with reverence during the priest's blessing, and 
believe that God blesses me and gives me peace through 
his mouth. Lord, I believe, help Thou mine unbelief ! 

Friends may mistake, or foes may slight, 

Thyself seem not to see; 
One touch of faith, however light, 

WUl find its way to Thee. 



WiUXSUNTIDE TO AHYEST, 



June 6. 

2 Cor. iii. 5. Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think 
anything as ofourselvesy but our sufficiency is of Qod, 

It is not necessary for me to deny the gifts with which 
God has favoured me ; but to remember and to own that 
they are His gifts, and not something of my own. If He 
enables me to do any work for Him, or is pleased to use 
me, or anything which I have, to do good to others, I must 
not deny that I do it, or pretend that I cannot do it, but 
do it with all diligence to the best of my powers as His 
instrument, and give Him all the glory. What can I do 
if He leaves me ? What can I not do if He strengthens 
and enables me ? 

Thy time, thy talents, health, and wealth. 

Were all hy heaven bestowed. 
To be made useful here for man. 

Then reckoned for with God. 



June 6. 

Job vii. 9. As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away : so he 
that goeth down to the grave shall come up tig more. 

No more in this world ! All that I have to do must be 
done before I go into the grave. How much wisdom shall 
I learn in one moment in the other world, of the vanity 
of this world, the value of time, the transitory nature of 
all present gains and pleasures! But that wisdom will 
come too late ! Now, as I am hurrying on day by day to 
the end of life, now is the time ibr me to grow in grace, 
and become like unto God. Before death, tempers to be 
subdued, my will corrected and- made like God's will, my 
whole body and soul made what He would have it. Once 
the breath leaves my body, all preparation is over. Kow, 
or not at all ! 

Soon, leaving all I love below. 

To God's tribunal I must go; 

Must bear the Judge pronounce my fate^ 

And fix my everlasting eitale. 



THE EyEBT-BAT OOUPLSlOTSf. 



June 7. 

2 Cor. v. 17. If any man he in Christy he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away ; behold, all things are become new. 

No mere outward change, or change in appearance, or 
change in talk, proves the union of the Christian with 
Christ his Head. The whole soul, the tone and temper, 
the feelings and affections, the objects and desires, are all 
really become heavenly, or becoming so. The old ways 
of the worid, the old pursuit of money, pleasure, honour, 
the old habits and tempers of men who have no spiritual 
religion, are all passed and gone by. He is like Jesus 
Himself. Is that my case? Have I really turned my 
back on vanity, and am I set upon reaching heaven ? 

Ob, let me wing my hallowed flight 

From earth-born woe and care. 
And soar beyond those realms of night. 

My Saviour's bliss to share. 



June 8. 

Job xi. 7, 8. Canst thou by searching find out God? canst 'thou 
find out the Almighty unto perfection ? It is a^ high as heaven ; 
what canst thou do ? deeper than hell ; what canst thou know ? 

There is great danger in these days of persons forgetting 
this. God has taught men so much about this world in 
which they live, and about themselves, that they think 
they know everything, and quite forget that above all is 
One Who is above themselves. Many of their difficulties 
and much of their unbelief arise from this, that they 
forget God's infinite greatness. True wisdom is shewn 
in lying down before His Majesty, feeling and owning 
how little and contemptible we are, and begging Him to 
teach us what He thinks is good for us to know. 

Thou great First Cause, least understood. 

Who all my sense confined 
To know but this, that Thou art good. 

And that myself am blind. 



WHITSUKTIDE TO ADVENT. 



June 9. 

Mark x. 44!, 4i5. Whosoever 0/ you will be the chief est ^ shall be 
servant of all. For even the Son of Man came not to be minis- 
tered unto, but to minister y and to give His life a ransom for 
many. 

It is the great privilege of Christ's servants in this life 
to wait upon their fellow-servants, who, like themselves, 
are memhers of Christ. The world thinks it grand to have 
many servants to wait on you, and supply every want. 
Real greatness is to do what is wanted by the poor, the 
helpless, the afflicted. This is what Jesus did for us. 
He had no servants to bring to Him all that He wanted. 
But He waited on everybody. It is a high honour to us 
to make the sick man's bed, to soothe his pain, to minister 
to all his wants, for Jesus Christ's sake. 

To comfort and to bless. 

To find a balm for woe. 
To tend the lone and fatherless, 

Is angels' work below. 



June 10, 

Job xiv. 1. Man that is born of a woman is of few days, 

and full of trouble, 

God's great love turns all that trouble into a blessing 
and joy to His servants. !N"one so " full of trouble" as 
the righteous ; but God purifies them by it, scourges out 
the mischief, and makes them pure. My time will not 
be long at the longest: I am to expect trouble. Why 
then do I so complain about it when it comes? Every 
child of Adam has it ; but in my case Gx)d turns it all to 
good. He is too good and faithful to spare me ; but He 
makes that which is nauseous to taste, and painful to the 
feeling, to leave behind it marks of His love which do 
not wear away. 

Ye fearfal saints, fresh courage take ; 

The clouds ye so much dread 
Are big with mercy, and 6haAl\stea^sL 

In blessings on ^owr Yiea^. 



TTTR EVEET-DAT COMPANION. 



St. Barnabas. 

Acts xi. 23. Barnabas, when he came, and had seen the grace of 
God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart 
they would cleave unto the Lord, 

He was " the son of consolation," and in this way he 
acted out the consoling oflSce. To cleave to God in 
times of opposition and persecution is ftdl of danger ; 
but there is no comfort in any other course. To waver 
in the presence of enemies, or to turn back at the sight of 
suflfering, causes nothing but pain and sorrow. In these 
days, when there is no public persecution, it is so difficult 
to know whether I have that real, deep purpose of heart, 
or whether I cleave to the Lord for the present advantages 
which flow from it. Lord, let me cleave to Thee for Thine 
own sake ! 

O holy Saviour, Friend unseen. 
Since on Thine arm Thoa bidcTst ns lean. 
Help us throughout Fife's changing scene 
To cling to Thee. 



June 12. 

Ps. Ixiii. 7. Have I not remembered Thee in my bed : and 
thought upon Thee when I was waking ? 

God ought to be in all my thoughts : in everything I 
ought to keep Him continually in my mind. If I lie 
awake in the night, He ought to be my companion, so 
that I may be praising Him in my heart. And He ought 
to be first in my thoughts on waking in the morning. 
For what am I, and what can I do, without Him ? Let 
me make a rule to think specially of Him as I get into 
bed, and once after I have lain down ; and to think 
specially of Him as I get out of bed, before I begin to 
put on my clothes. This will help me to think of Him 
during the day. 

If in the night I sleepless lie. 
My soul with heavenly thoughts supply ; 
Let no ill dreams disturb my rest, 
No powers of darkness me molest. 



wHiTSinrnDB to advent. 



Jiuie 13. 

Job xix. 25. I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that He shall 
stand at the latter day upon the earth. 

This is the cure for all my evils. Jesus my Saviour, 
who gave His life to redeem me from eternal punish- 
ment, liveth, though He died. Easter hopes are the hopes 
of every day. Are they my hopes? Can I really look 
forward to the latter day in humble hope that when I see 
the Judge He will own me as one whom He has known, 
whom He has redeemed, who has looked for His redemp- 
tion, and is dear unto Him ? When I hear these words at 
a funeral, do they make me more earnest in hiding myself 
under the wings of that blessed Kedeemer ? 

Then, when the solemn hell I hear. 
If saved from guilt, I need not fear ; 
Nor would the thought alarming be, 
'* Perhaps it next may toll for me." 



June 14. 

2 Cor. xi. 30. If I must needs glory ^ I will glory of the things 

which concern mine infirmities. 

The next chapter tells us why ; namely, that he might 
have the consciousness of leaning for strength and help on 
Christ, and of being strengthened and helped by Him. 
I am full of infirmities ; it is very wonderful that God 
should not long ago have cast me out because of them. 
But His goodness is so great that He remembers them, 
and makes allowances- for them, and actually entreats me 
to look to Him to be strengthened. Oh, that I could 
always feel my weakness, and always wait upon Him to 
renew my strength. Lord, make me to know myself, 
that I may know Thee, and make my boast in Thee ! 

These inward trials I employ, 

From pride and self to set thee free ; 

And break thy schemes of earthly yspj. 
That thou mayst fiLiidt\i^ 22!i2L\\i^^. 



8 THE EYERT-DAr COMPAinOir. 



June 15. 

Job xxiii. 12. I have esteemed the words of His mouth more 

than my necessary food, 

I daily, and often during the day, feel the need of my 
daily bread. Do I feel as truly my need of God, and His 
word ? I am rejoiced and thankful for my meals, however 
plain and simple. Am I as thankful for my Bible, for 
God*s promises, for Jesus Christ ? I can do without bodily 
food, for God can, if He pleases, sustain me as He sus- 
tained Moses and Elijah. But do I feel that I cannot do 
without God's word, and His blessed Son ? Oh, if I read 
my Bible more, and applied it to my own case, and lived 
upon it, and tried to live up to it, and by it, I should 
value it much more, and should know much more of the 
value of Him who wrote it. 

His light my guide ! His law my rule ! 
Blest precepts of His holy school ! 
Their feet will stray, their hearts rebel. 
Who do not love these precepts well. 



June 16. 

Job xxviii. 12, 13. Where shall wisdom he found ? and where is 
the place of understanding ? Man knowethnot the price thereof ; 
neither is it found in the land of the living. 

The only source of wisdom is God Himself. People 
think themselves wise, and learned, and clever ; and God 
by some very simple interruption shews their ignorance, 
their feebleness, their short-sightedness. All that I know 
is from Him, and if I would know more, I must apply to 
Him, that He may give it me. It is something if I know 
this, and it is something further to know that the way to 
get wise is to fear Him, and do His will. They are on 
the way to be wise who seek God and do His will before 
everything else. 

In v^n on earth we hope to find 
Some solid good to fill the mind ; 
We try new pleasures, but we feel 
The inward thirst torment us still. 



WHITSUNTIDE TO ADTENT, 



June 17. 

FsALM Ixxxyi. 17. Shew some token upon me for good, that they 
who hate me vnay see it, and he ashamed: because Thou, Lord, 
hast hoi/pen me, and comforted me. 

Those who hate me are Satan's evil angels, who beset 
me with so many temptations. The token from God 
which I desire is, power to overcome these temptations, 
deliverance from my besetting sin. When Satan sees 
that I am trusting to God and that God is on my side, 
and that he cannot have his own way with me, he will 
be ashamed and flee, as he did from onr Blessed Lord. 
I will not cease then to pray of God to stand by me in 
every danger, and day by day give me this token of His 
love and care. 

Though Satan's wrath beset oar path. 

And worldly scorn assail ns. 
While Thou art near we will not fear. 

Thy strength shall never fail us* 



June 18. 

Luke ii. 38. And she coming in that instant gave thanks like- 
wise unto the Lord, and spake of Him to all them that looked 
for redemption in Jerusalem, 

Anna was rewarded for her patient and persevering 
devotion. She had waited for Jesus to come,|and God 
provided that she should go into the Temple just at that 
time when He so suddenly appeared there. God never 
forgets or passes by those who try to do* Him service. 
If I make efforts to attend Daily Service, to be much in 
prayer, to read my Bible, to be frequently at Holy Com- 
munion, He will not leave me without a reward, but will 
draw near to my soul, and shew me more excellent things, 
and guide me into His truth, and make my life on earth 
the beginning of heaven. 

Lord, daily as Thy gprace is given. 

And we receive onr share. 
Let Christians to their Christ iiil[i<e«:s^Ti 

Offer up daily prayer. 
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June 19. 

Job xxxiii. 27. If any say, I have sinned, and perverted that 
which was right, and it profiteth me not ; He will deliver his 
soul from going down into the pit, and his life shall see the 
lights 

The first beginning of better things must be to see and 
to own how bad they have been. God knows how great 
an effort this costs. It is so very displeasing to ns natu- 
rally to think and to allow that we have been wrong, to 
consent to take a low place in our own esteem and In the 
opinion of others. God takes special pity on us when we 
so humble ourselves, and for Jesus Christ's sake will save 
us from that dreadful pit. When shall I learn that that 
"pit" is the necessary end of everything which God for- 
bids and hates ? Oh, Lord Jesus, save me, for Thy mercy's 
sake! 

Tremendous Judge, e'en now 
Oar crimes like mountains rise. 
But yet a Father Thou, 
And mightier are Thy clemendes. 



June 20. 

Gal. iv. 6. And because ye are sons God hath sent forth the Spirit 
of His Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father, 

God encourages us to come boldly to the throne of grace, 
to pray to Him without fear, with the same confidence 
that a son asks favours or help of his parent. How cold 
are my devotions and all my prayers, as if I did not want 
the things I ask for, or as if God would not grant them 
to me. And yet sometimes I do wish to pray, and I try ; 
and sometimes I feel as if I must pray, like Esther, " If 
I perish, I perish." It is a great comfort to know that 
the wish to pray, and the effort to pray, come from Him, 
and are from the Spirit of His Son. I wish I could pray- 
better. 

Lord, teach us how to pray aright. 
With reverence and with fear ; 

Though dust and ashes in Tby sight, 
We may, we must draw near. ' 



WHITSTTNTEDB TO ADTENT. 11 



June 21. 

Job xxxviii. 4. Where wast thou when I laid the foundations oj 
the earth? declare ^ if thou hast understanding^ 

Tliis is tiie longest day : how quickly its hours pass by. 
We sometimes think we are older than otiiers, and have 
a good deal of experience. But what is the longest period 
on earth, the longest day, the longest month, the longest 
life, — what is the whole duration of the world, compared 
to eternity and God ? Oh, if we could learn the absolute 
nothingness of all creation, man, the world wherein man 
lives, the sky above and ocean around, and so despise all 
earthly things and set our affections on things above ! 

Holy, holy, holy, all Thy saints adore Thee, 
Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea ; 
Cherubim and Seraphim falling down before Thee, 
Which wast, and art, and evermore shalt be. 



June 22. 

Luke vi. 27. Judge t(ot, and ye shall not he judged: condemn 
not, and ye shall not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be 
forgiven. 

It almost seems strange that persons generally behave 
as though our Lord's command was the exact contrary. "We 
are continually passing judgment on our neighbours, deter- 
mining what were their motives, finding fault with their 
want of principle, and so forth. But it is a very bad thing 
for our own souls to do this. It is very injurious to our 
own spiritual state to be acting as judges of other men ; 
it fosters pride, envy, malice, and all uncharitableness. 
I had much better judge myself: I shall find plenty to 
condemn in myself, and plenty for which to ask for- 
giveness. 

Let grace our selfishness expel. 

Our earthliness refine. 
And kindness in our bosoms dwelU 

As free and true aa TVoae. 
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June 23. 

Job xliL 5, 6. I have heard of Thee hy the hearing of the ear : 
but wow mine eye seeth Thee, Therefore I abhor myself and 
repent in dust and ashes. 

To hear about God and to know about Him is not at all 
the same as to see Him and know Him. When we come 
to see and know something of what Grod really is, His 
greatness, majesty, glory, and His goodness, holmess, ten- 
derness, then we can form a better notion of ourselves; 
we cannot help feeling our sin and sinfulness. Thence 
grows that excellent fruit, self- contempt, hatred of our 
own ways and wills. When we lie down abased, then 
He lifts us up, and shews special favour. He did well 
for Job when he abhorred himself. So if we will sow 
humbly in tears we shall reap in joy. 

A bruised reed He will not break. 
Afflictions all His children feel; 
He wounds them for His mercy's sake — 

He wounds to heaL 



Si John Baptist's Day. 

Luke i. 80. And the child grew^ and waxed strong in spirit, and 
was in the deserts till the day of his shewing unto Israel, 

His preparation for future usefulness was thus rough 
and hard, but under it he grew strong in soul. Discipline, 
self-denial, hardness, is what I require to train me and 
make me meet for heaven. To fast in moderation every 
Friday, and during Lent; to give up my will in my 
family, to get up in the morning without lingering, to 
brave cold, and wet, and fatigue for my neighbours' sake, 
to do right without having the credit of it, these and 
suchlike things are most useful opportunities of practising 
hardness, and so of gaining spiritual strength. 

When Thou didst leave Thy home divine 

To save our souls, shall we 
No lawful things of earth resign 

To shew our love to Thee P 
Shall we take all the gift and gain, 
And leave Thee all the price and pain? 



WHITSTTNTIDB TO ADTENT. 15 

June 25. 

Prov. i. 25, 26. Became ye have set at nought all My counsel, 
and would none of My reproof: I also will laugh at your cala- 
mity ^ I will mock when your fear cometh. 

How very terrible is all the latter part of tliis chapter ! 
God, under the title of Wisdom, says that He wiU abso- 
lutely have nothing to do with those who have refused to 
listen to Him, but will turn away when they cry, and will 
laugh at their sorrow. And how often have I turned a 
deaf ear to His warnings ! I have stifled my conscience. 
I have done what I knew and felt was wrong all the time 
I did it ! What can I do, but cry for mercy, and beg for 
grace that I may cry aright ? I will cry in the Name of 
my dear Saviour Jesus Christ, and I am sure that I shall 
not cry in vain. 

Therefore with tears I come to beg 

Of my offended God, 
For pardon, like a child that dreads 

His angry parent's rod. 



June 26. 

Eph. iii. 17 — 19. That ye, being rooted and grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height, and to know the love of God, 
which passeth knowledge. 

Of all the gifts which God's goodness bestows, none can 
surpass this, the gift to understand and know His love. 
If I try to think of it, it is quite beyond me. It reaches 
every way, and extends to everything. The nature of 
His love, the way of shewing it in the death of His dear 
Son, the reason for it, the object or purpose of it, the 
continuance of it, its perseverance, — how am I lost in con- 
templating it! I cannot know it except by His teaching 
me. When I know more of His work in the hearts of 
others of His people, I shall through them get to know 
something more of Him whom they so greatly love and 
adore. 

My God, what wondrons love was Thine, 
How deep, how boundless, how divine. 
That when Thy erring sheep had strayed^ 
Thus found them, and su.c\i T«kSi«nxi ^^<\\ 
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June 27. 

Prov. vi. 27, 28. Can a man take fire in his bosoni, and his clothes 
not be burned f Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be 
burned ? 

In plain words, Can any one go into temptation, and 
not fall into sin? If God suffers us to be tempted, He 
will provide the way of escape, and will protect us. But ' 
if I choose to tempt myself to go where I know I shall be 
tempted, to look at what I know will put bad thoughts 
into my mind, and so forth, what have I to expect but 
that I shall do wrong ? Oh, if I could but profit by the 
advice and warnings of those who have by giving way to 
temptation when young made their after life miserable ! 
I can see how others have burned themselves by going to 
the fire ; why do I persist in going likewise ? Why do I 
not "avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it, and pass 
away?" 

Bat if he hears, and sits him still. 
First, he will lose his bate of ill; 
Next, fear of sinning ; after, hate ; 
Small sins his heart then desecrate ; 
And last, despair persuades to great. 



J^nne 28. 

Ltjke xi. 9. Ask, and it shall be given you ; seek, and ye shall 
find ; knock, and it shall be opened unto you. 

Can anything be more simple, or more decisive ? There 
is no limitation. Why then do I always lack so 'much 
that is good ? Why am I complaining of this thing and 
that ? Why am I hoping for better things, and not more 
confidently waiting for them ? Because I have not faith 
to pray, and to take God at His word. Oh, the long- 
suffering of God, that he still hears and forbears with 
His people's coldness, backwardness, obstinacy, unbelief ! 
I ask Thee, gracious Pather, to teach me to pray, and to 
give me the gift of prayer. 

Prayer makes the darkened cloud withdraw. 
Prayer climbs the ladder Jacob saw. 
Gives exercise to faith and love. 
Brings every blessing from above. 



WHiTsxnrnDE to advent. 15 



St. Peter's Day. 

Ltjke xxii. 31, 32. And the Lord said, Simony Simon, Satan hath 
desired to have you^ that he may sift you as wheat. But I have 
prayed for thee^ that thy faith fail not ; and when thou art con- 
verted, strengthen thy brethren, 

St. Peter is a striking instance of strength and weak- 
ness. He was so named because of liis strength, but when 
he trusted to himself he fell grievously. Christ held his 
hand even when he fell, and lifted him up again. So He 
will do for me ; hut I will try to depend on Him, not on 
myself; then when I fall, the fall will not be so fatal. 
I know what some of my chief temptations are ; I pray 
Jesus to preserve me from them at any cost ; and if He 
suffers me to he led away for a time, to bring me back 
again, even if it be through great suffering. 

Saviour, oh ! help me now to see. 
And place my hope alone in Thee : 
Thy cleansing Blood, Thy Spirit give, 
Subdue my sins, and bid me live. 



June 30. 

Prov. ix. 5. Ome, eat of My bread, and drink of the wine 

which I have mingled. 

This is God's continual and unceasing invitation to 
Holy Communion. It is His bread, the bread which He 
gave, even His own flesh, the bread which He provides to 
be my continual support. The wine is of His own min- 
gling, even His blood with which He purchased His people. 
I cannot stay away from His table, because He has bidden 
me, and has prepared the Supper. I cannot come hastily, 
lest I come unfitly ; so I must prepare myself, cleanse my 
heart by self-examination, and come humbly, and in peni- 
tence, but with earnestness. I do hunger, and I grieve 
that I do not hunger more. 

Thy Body broken for my sake, 

My bread from heaven shall be ; 
The cup of blessing I will take. 

And thus remember Thee. 
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Jnlyl. 

Luke xiii. 8, 9. Lord, let it alone this year also, till I shall dig 
about it, and dung it : and if it bear fruit', well : and if not, 
then after that Thou shall cut it down. 

This is the way in which my dear Saviour has in- 
terceded for me, when I am spared a little while 
longer. What pains He has taken with me, trying to 
work upon my heart by sermons, books. Church services, 
accidents, and sicknesses, which I have escaped, but 
which I have seen come to my neighbours, and others 
which perhaps have come to myself and my family, gifts 
for body and soul which are renewed day by day. How 
have these things at times stirred my conscience ! But is 
there any more fruit to be seen in me ? If not, I have 
nothing to expect but to be cut down soon ! 

Lord, ere again we see Thy face. 
Oar stony hearts for truth prepare ; 

Sow- in our soals the seed of grace, , 

Then come, and reap Thy harvest there. 



July 2. 

Pkov. xiv. 12. There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, 
but the end thereof are the ways of death. 

What an awful mistake to make, to think I am walking 
towards heaven, and suddenly find myself in hell ! But 
it is only my own fault if I make this error. If I would 
but examine my life by the light of God's Word, and let 
my own conscience speak plainly, while I ask God to 
shew me, I should not think evil to be good. I think so, 
because I like the evil, and wish to fancy it what I may 
do. Man's own ways lead to hell : nothing leads to 
heaven but God's will and God's way. 

Thou art the Way, the Truth, the Life ; 

Grant us that way to know. 
That truth to keep, that life to win, 

Tfhose joys eternal flow. 
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July 3. 

Phil. iii. 12. Not as thottgh I had already attained, either were 
already perfect : hut I follow after, if that I may apprehend that 
for which also lam apprehended of Christ Jesus. 

I am sometimes tempted to think that I am "a be- 
liever," and good enough to be saved. How shocking 
such a thought. Good enough, indeed ! How far I must 
be from the beginning of goodness ! Oh, that God would 
give me increased diligence, that I may take double pains 
to escape that punishment which is due to me every day, 
and to seek after that holiness without which no man 
shall see the Lord ! How can I ever be holy as He is 
holy? I can only fall on my knees and say, "Mercy, 
good Lord: all things are possible to Thee; make me 
what Thou wilt, and keep me to the end." 

I'm not what I desire. 

Still less can hope to be 
What purity and truth require. 

But Pll be all in Thee. 

July 4. 

Luke xvi. 31. If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will 
they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead. 

When I think of my own shortcomings I sometimes say 
to myself, "If I could but have such and such oppor- 
tunities I should be so much better." Vain and delusive 
thought ! What is really wanting is the desire to profit 
by what God provides. If there is that desire, and I am 
profiting by what I have, then probably I should profit 
more if I had more gifts, and perhaps God will give more. 
But if I am not getting good from what I have, supposing 
that God should give me more, it would do me no good ; 
I should only have to answer for neglecting greater things. 
What I have is full of good for me, if I will take the 
trouble to draw from it. 

^e knows that He who gave the best 

Will give him all beside i 
Assured each seeming good he asks 
Is evil, it' denied. 
PT. n. Q 
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Jnlj 6. 

Lttks ZTiL 17. Were there not ten cleansed? But where are 

the nine ? 

When I am in trouble, or ill, or unhappy, I am ready 
enough to ask for God's help; but when the trouble is 
passed, where are my thanksgivings ? When I have pro- 
mised that if He will give me reHef, I will always serve 
Him better in fature, are these promises performed? If 
He refased His help, if He left me in my difficulty and 
did not pull me out, it would be different. But I am like 
those ten lepers, "cleansed," and then I go to enjoy my 
cleansing, and forget the Physician, my kind Friend. 

The vows, that in nckness or Borrow, 

Boond 118 over tenfold to be Thine — 
Will they live throagh the joy of to-morrow ? 

Ten cleansM, but where are the nine ? 



July 6. 

Pbov. xxii. 5. Thorns and snares are in the toay of the froward : 
he thai doth keep his soul shall be far from them. 

If I have learned that there are dangers of all kinds to 
be met with as I pass through life, dangers to the soul, 
that is something; then perhaps I shall go carefully, that 
1 may not be overtaken unawares. God promises me 
a way of escape from them, not that they shall not be 
near me. He will guide me each step as I go, and uphold 
and protect me if I watch and pray, and look to Him and 
depend on Him. How often I have been torn and caught 
by going on heedlessly, in company, in some new work, 
or when persons spoke well of me ! 

No, 'tis not a weary life, 

Though it hath its dangers. 
If we wage the holy strife. 

If we Uve as strangers; 
It is not a world of woe 

If we do not love it, 
Bnt a training heaven below 

For the heaven above il. 
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July 7. 

Col. iii. 2. Set your affection on things above, not on 

things on the earth. 

What do I think about? and when I wish, what do 
I wish for ? Is it not almost always something belonging 
to this world ? My mind is always running upon work, 
or play, or trade, or gain, or society, or business, or friends, 
or something or other that I have to do with. How seldom 
am I conversing in secret with God, or striving to think 
as He would think, or judging of things as He would 
judge, by their value for eternity, or their effect on man's 
soul ! Which do I value the highest, that which sets me 
forward here, or that which will help me towards heaven ? 
I am ashamed to answer. 

Ob, for a closer walk with God, 

A calm and heavenly frame ; 
A light, to shine upon the road 

That leads me to the Lamh. 



July 8. 

Pkov. XXV. 21, 22. If thine enemy he hungry^ give him bread to 
eat ; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink : for thou 
shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the Lord shall re- 
ward thee. 

We can hardly pass through life without meeting with 
some one who is like an enemy. The devil says, ** Beat 
him down;" God says, *'Melt him down with kindness." 
Jesus did so, and left me an example. It is very hard 
to repress an indignant feeling, but it is very good for 
myself, as well as for my opponent. If I think how God 
persists in sending mercies to me, who am more fit to be 
called His enemy, I can hardly help both being softened 
towards Him, and being brought to tears for my ill-treat- 
ment of Him, and also being softened to one who has done 
me wrong. If He forgives me, I mxist forgive my brother. 

Lord, as to Thy dear cross we flee. 

And plead to he forgiven. 
So let Thy life our pattern he. 

And form our souia (ox \ivi«seiQ.. 
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Jnly 9. 

Pbov. xivii. 1. Boast not thyself of tomorrow ; for thou knowest 

not what a day may bring forth. 

How I do keep reckoning upon time to come, though 
I sometimes deceive myself into thinking I do not. How 
foolish it is ; for how often I have been disappointed, and 
seen others disappointed, by something happening unex- 
pectedly ! How many of my own friends or acquaintances 
have been suddenly taken ill, and have died, and so have 
been prevented from completing their own schemes! I 
hardly know to-day; the next moment may change the 
whole face of things, and alter my prospects for life : of 
to-morrow I absolutely know nothing. God give me grace 
to take care of to-day and leave to-morrow to Him ! 

Bat let another eveDing set. 

Another morning rise; 
To-morrow will its pledge forget. 
When it becomes to-day, — nor let 
Its dupe know aaght but vain regret : 

And so be lives and dies. 



July 10. 

Luke xxii. 44. And being in an agony He 'prayed more earnestly : 
and His sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down 
to the ground. 

What awful suffering this must have been ! What the 
particular cause of it was we are not told. It must have 
been the excessive weight of all our sins. The more He 
felt them and tiie bitter effects of them, the more earnestly 
He prayed for strength and relief. The pain was not at 
once removed, but He was strengthened for the trial. In 
my time of anguish, pain, grief, distress, I will try to pray 
tbe more. I am sure of strength, though the suffering 
may continue : even if it should seem to grow worse, I am 
sure that God will give me the more power to bear what 
He sends. 

When the wild waves round us roll. 

And we look in vain for aid. 
Speak, Lord, to the trembling soul, 

"It is I: be not afraid.*' 
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July 11. 

EccLES. ii. 11. Behold, all was vanity and vexation of spirit, 
and there was no profit under the sun. 

This is King Solomon's conclusion, after trying all man- 
ner of things which the world calls "pleasure." He had 
every opportunity of trying it to the utmost; and after 
trying it he found that he had ^ined nothing hy it but 
trouble and vexation, and that it left no real good behind 
it. When shall I learn this, and be content to give up 
worldly things, and to find pleasure, and enjoyment, and 
happiness, in God and religion, and the hope of a blessed im- 
mortality ? My own experience tells me how disappointing 
are the world's tawdry vanities. O Lord, give me grace 
heartily to renounce them, and give me Thyself in their stead! 

Thou bidst to use the pleasures which 

God gives us to enjoy. 
As most uncertain treasures, which 

A moment may destroy ; 
And Christians do not love Thee less 

Because Thy homeward sigh 
Calls them from dreams which seem to bless. 

To bliss itself on high. 



July 12. 

1 Thess. iv. 11. And that ye study to he quiet, and to do your own 
business, and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you. 

The power of religion, that is, of the love of God, is seen 
in the commonest affairs of life. I cannot be really reli- 
gious if my words and actions are ilot governed by the 
rules of God's will. It is so tempting to attend to my 
neighbour's concerns : it often seems much easier to do 
his work than my own. St. Paul bids us ^^ %tudy*^ to do 
differently. My own appointed work is what God requires 
of me : and His honour is more advanced, and my own 
credit is more furthered by my quietly giving my mind 
to this, whatever it is, than by any interference, however 
active and wise, with the business of others. In my own 
duties is my trial and my preparation for eternal glory. 

To do our " Father's business" here. 
In humhle reverence and fear. 
Contented in our lot to rest — 
'Tis thus the Chnatiasi Ben«»'B:\m\i«i!t. 
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Mj 13. 

JoHi7 i. 29. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the 

sin of the world. 

Oh, blessed sight! by faith I behold Him as my Sa- 
viour, the Lamb slain for me, taking away my sins. No 
sight and no thought can come up to this. We pity 
the poor innocent lamb whose life is forfeited in sacrifice, 
or to supply our own wants. But here is the Lamb giving 
Himself up to death to take away our sins and their punish- 
ment. This Lamb loves me, calls me to Him, shews me 
His precious wounds, bids me hide myself in them, pro- 
mises to do away all, all, all my iniquities. What can 
I do but trust this Lamb, and love Him for His love's 
sake? 

Dear dying Lamb ! Thy precious Blood 

Shall never lose its power. 
Till all the ransomed Charch of God 

Be saved, to sin no more. 



July 14. 

EccLES. vii. 2. It is better to go to the house of mourning, than 
to go to the home of feasting : for that is the end of all men ; 
and the living will lay it to his heart. 

Amusement and laughter seem the most cheerful, but 
grief and distress really produce the more happiness, be- 
cause they tend to cause thought, and the others discourage 
thought. If we would but think, then we should see how 
short-lived pleasure is, and how certainly sorrow comes. 
A funeral, a sick bed, a heavy disappointment of my 
friend's, these things may make me feel that the same 
may befall me. Am I prepared for them if they should 
come? And for the last great change, when all earthly- 
festivity is ended, am I ready for that ? 

Why should I shrink at Thy command, 

Whose love Ibrbids my fears ? 
Or tremble at the gracious Hnnd 

That wipes away my tears ? 
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July 15. 

EccLES. ix. 10. Whatsoever thy handfindeth to do, do it with thy 
might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wis- 
dom, in the grave, whither thou goest. 

There is little enough time in the oldest person's life 
to do what has to be done. Everything that is worth 
doing is worth attending to. How many who have passed 
on into the grave are now wishing that they had been 
more diligent, more earnest, more persevering, and had 
not left their work in such an unfinished state. And I 
am going like them to the grave, and I have work to do. 
When I am inclined to take my ease, or to put off work- 
ing, or to play instead of working, I will try to think of 
this. "Work now, rest and enjoy myself in eternity. 

Since in the grave where we do g^. 
None may "device nor knowledge" know, 

*' No work, nor wiBdom" there ; 
These must have trod the narrow way 
Who, at the close of life's short day, 

Qod's Paradise would share. 



July 16, 

John iv. 14. But whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give 
him shall never thirst ; but the water that I shall give him shall 
be in him a well of water springing up into everlasting life. 

This water is nothing else than the Holy Spirit. Jesus 
has given Him to me in my baptism ; and I need never 
fail nor fall into sin for lack of His help. He is my own, 
though not of my own procuring ; given me by Christ, 
but given to be fnine ; so that waking or asleep, at busi- 
ness or amusement, at work or in prayer, I can always 
call upon Him for help, for guidance, for whatever grace 
I require at the time. And He will lead me and work in 
me till He has made me fit for heaven. 

Creator Spirit, by whose aid 
The world's foundations first were laid. 
Come, visit every humble mind; 
Come, pour Thy joys on human kind : 
From sin and sorrow set us free, 
And make us templea ^ottVs '^<^* 



24 THE ETEET-DAT COMPAITION. 

July 17. 

1 Tim. i. 15. This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all accep- 
tation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners ; of 
whom I am chief 

There is no more comfortable word in Holy Scripture 
than this, that the very chief and greatest of sinners 
Christ Jesus came to save. I can see plainly that I am 
really much worse than St. Paul was ; but God the Holy 
Ghost taught him that Christ died even for him, and he 
thought that no sinner was so great a sinner as himself. 
I humbly believe this, and I believe that Christ died for 
me, and that for His sake I am accepted by God, and am 
pleasing in His sight. Oh, that I could live worthy of 
this belief, and of the love of Jesus ! 

E'er since by faith I saw the stream 

Thy flowing wounds supply, 
Bedeeming love has been my theme. 

And shall be till I die. 



July 18. 

Jee. iii. 22. Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal 
your backslidings. Behold, we come unto Thee ; for Thou art 
the Lord our God. 

To go back into sin when God has led us out of it, is 
worse than never to have heard His call. But even when 
we have done this, God graciously calls us back again. 
How have I again and again undone my repentances, 
and defiled myself again with the very sins which I had 
promised to renounce ! Still He calls^nd again I will 
try to answer as in this verse, "I *me unto Thee." 
Lord, I do really wish to be altogether Thine, to give up 
whatever displeases Thee, and especially whatever has so 
often dragged me away from Thee. Only have mercy, 
and give me the help of Thy grace. 

Sweet is the Spirit's strain, 
Breathed by soft pleadings inly heard. 
By all the heart's deep fountains stirred. 
By conscience, and the written Word ; 

** Come, wanderers, home again." 
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July 19. 

Jeb. vi. 14. The^ have healed also the hurt of the daughter of My 
people slightly, saying. Peace, peace ; when there is no peace. 

How ready I am to cry this cry to my own soul ! And 
in order to avoid the present shaine and pain of owning 
my faults to myself, to God's minister, and to God, I am 
content to pretend either that I have no disease worth 
speaking of, or that it is cured. But this will not heal 
the deadly wound. There is no peace, till I have really 
carried my sin to the foot of the Cross, and wept over it 
there in deep self-abasement. How foolish and how 
fatal, to amuse myself with the' hope of peace, when there 
is a sore of sin lying deep in my soul unhealed. 

Every idle hope begone. 
Speaking peace when there is none ; 
Kone but Jesas, none but He, 
Peace can ever speak to me. 



July 20. 

John viii. 7. He that is without sin among you, let him first 

cast a stone at her9 

How often would such a reproof as this stop toy tongue 
from finding fault with others ! My faults may not be 
the same, but perhaps they are much greater, because of 
my greater opportunities and advantages. If God were 
as ready to notice my faults as I am to comment upon 
other people's faults, where should I be } and what 
would be my hope ? Yet to judge fairly and righteously 
of any one's conduct, the judge should be himself holy 
and pure. My own sins dim my judgment. Lord, cleanse 
Thou me ! 

Would I therefore guide another ? 

I must walk myself aright ; 
Would I save an erring brother. 

From the mote that dims his sight ? 
I must honest be, and careful. 

Not about his eye alone. 
But with spirit prompt and prayerful. 

Pluck the beam out oi mvciA oi^nu 
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July 21. 

Jee. X. 24. Lord, correct me, but with judgment ; not in 
Thine anger y lest Thou bring me to nothing. 

I cannot beg of God to withhold correction from me, 
and yet my flesh shrinks at the thought of trial and afflic- 
tion : I will leave it to His love. He shall do what He 
sees to be the best. He will not allow His rod to hurt 
me, though it give me pain ; and I would not, even if He 
gave me the choice, lose the everlasting blessing of His 
chastening. Only, dear Lord, remember that I am but 
dust. As Thou chastenest me, strengthen me to bear 
the chastening ; smite not too hard, else I shall be brought 
to nothing, and perish, instead of being saved by Thy 
goodness ! 

I ask not for grief, but still grieve me. 
If Thy only relief be, to leave me : 
Better far, round abont me. Thy sorrow. 
Than to joy wake without Thee to-morrow. 



July 22. 

John z. 14. lam the Good Shepherd, and know My sheep^ 

^d am known of Mine. 

How good has this Shepherd been to me! He has 
known me all my lifetime, has fed me with daily bread, 
even His "Word and Sacraments, until now; has tended 
me with unceasing care in all\he changes and chances 
of my life ; has brought me back again when I have wan- 
dered often and afar, and is gently leading me to the 
heavenly fold. I know Him a little. I know that there 
is none like Him, none so loving, none so gentle, none so 
thoughtful, none so true, none so strong and able to help 
me, none so enduring. Away with all that can stand be- 
tween me and Him ! Let me be wholly Thine, Thou 
good Shepherd ! 

He knows them all, of them is known ; 
He knows, and goes before His own. 

By stream and rock 
To lead, and sheltered pastures give ; 
They hear, they follow, and they live, — 

A gentle flock. 
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July 23. 

Jer. xiii. 23. Can the Ethiopian change his shiny or the leopard 
his spots ? then may ye also do good, that are accustomed to 
do evil. 

What expressive comparisons to shew how impossible 
it is for me to change my own heart, or by myself to 
leave off my sins ! To get into a habit of wrong, is like 
growing into a fresh nature ; sin becomes as natural to us, 
as is the colour of our skin. What a power, therefore, is 
required to turn my stubborn heart, and correct my evil 
ways ! Nothing but Almighty power can do it. I will 
therefore pray of God that He will work upon me and 
within me with His grace, that He will not suffer me to 
lean upon myself, and that He will incline me to His 
own will. 

Blessed hope, that we the sinful^ 

May be like to Thee the Lord ; 
Oar degraded soals exalted 

By Thy wonder-working word. 



July 24. ^ 

2 Tim. iii. 15. From a child thou hast known the Holy Scrip- 
tures^ lefhich are able to make thee wise unto salvation through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus, 

If I have known the Bible from my childhood, what 
a very great advantage I have had over so many others 
in all ages. But it is not merely knowing it that will 
save me. Salvation does not come of itself to those who 
can read in the Bible that there is a Saviour. But I 
must believe in that Saviour, and wash my sins in His 
Blood, and then I shall be wise, and I shall love that 
book which speaks of Him, and which makes me wise; 
I shall love it for the sake of Him of whom it speaks. 

Grant us, in these sacred pages, 

Grace to find those gifts untold. 
Which for ages upon ages. 

Did Thy people's he^eU u^'c^\. 
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July 25. 

Matt. xx. 23. Te shall drink indeed of My cup, and be baptized 
mth the baptism that I am baptized with : but to sit on My right 
handy and on My left, is not Mine to gioe, but it shall be given 
to them for whom it is prepared of My Father. 

"With this promise our Lord rewarded the ambition of 
James and John, that they should bear His sufferings. 
It was the beginning of their reward for their earnest 
desire to be near Him in His kingdom. They both in 
an especial manner partook of His Cross, and doubtless 
by this they were purified and made fit for places of 
honour in heaven. Am I ready with them to venture 
anything for eternal glory? If so, God doubtless will 
give me the opportunity, but it will be the opportunity of 
bearing trial, and pain, and affliction. 

If ever on the monnt with Thee 

1 seem to soar in vision bright. 
With thoughts of coming agony 

Stay Thou the too presumptuooB flight : 
Gently along the vale of tears 

Lead me from Tabor's sunbright st^ep. 
Let me not grudge a few short years 

With Thee toward heaven to walk and weep. 

July 26. 

Jeb. xvii. 9. The heart is deceitful above all things, and 
desperately wicked: who can know itF 

Yes, indeed! Who is discerning enough to know the 
depths of his own heart, and to unravel all its deceits 
and pretences ? And yet we might learn, if we would, 
from what we see in other persons. We see how they 
are deceived about themselves ; and if they are, what 
more likely than that we should be ? K I do not get to 
know it, the deceitfulness of my heart and its desperate 
wickedness must be my ruin. But the blessed Spirit 
knoweth all the secret workings of the Evil One, and He 
will shew me my heart, and yn)l comfort it for me. 

Search, try, O God, my thoughts and heart, 
If mischief lurk in any part : 
Correct me when I go astray. 
And lead me in Thy perfect way. 
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July 27, 

John xv. 5. I am the Vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth 
in Me, and 1 in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit : for 
without Me ye can do nothing. 

How am I to abide in Christ ? I have been joined to 
Him in Baptism by the Spirit, and I am to keep the con- 
nection with Him. How is this to be done? Pirst, by 
continually turning to Him in my thoughts and with my 
heart, really depending on Him for all that I need for my 
soul, praying in His Name, and depending on His merits, 
believing that for His sake God forgives and accepts me ; 
trying to follow His holy example in all things. And, 
secondly, by coming to receive Him, and feed upon Him 
in Holy Communion. Thus He will very truly dwell 
in me. 

Blest with this fellowship divine. 
Take what Thou wilt, we'll not repine ; 
For, as the branches to the Vine, 
We cling to Thee ! 



July 28. 

Philemon 7. For we have great joy and consolation in thy love, 
because the bowels of the saints are refreshed by thee, brother. 

What an encouraging thing it is to find a fellow-Chris- 
tian who can enter into our feelings, and whose expe- 
rience makes him glad to cheer and enliven us. There is 
always much to try and grieve the true servants of God ; 
and we ought to be always looking out for opportunities 
for relieving them. To refresh a saint's weary journey, 
or smooth his uneasy pillow, or calm his troubled breast, 
is a blessed portion. Try to feel all good people as espe- 
cially your brethren and companions. Look out for ^ny 
occasion of speaking a kind and cheerful word to them, 
and try to lighten their burden. 

How blest my brother's drooping hands to raise. 
To guide his doabting feet in wisdom's ways. 
His sorrows and his joys alike to share, 
With words of hope to dxW^ vw«3 \i\a <»:t^ 
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July 29. 

Jer. xxiii. 23, 24. Am la God at handy saith the Lord, and not 
a God afar offf Can any hide himself in secret places that I 
shall not see him ? saith the Lord, 

Oh, what a blessed truth, that I cannot get away from 
God! Go where I will there He is. If He is every- 
where, so as to see all I do, so that I cannot do any- 
wicked thing in secret, and cannot even think an evil 
thought but it is known to Him long before it occurs to 
my own mind. He is also always at hand to protect and 
help me. When I am alone, and the tempter creeps be- 
side me, when one other is with me, or a few companions, 
and when the busy crowd of the world is around me, He 
is still " at hand," and ready to defend me from whatever 
evil comes near. 

** God with u8** in oor hour of need, 
" God with us" His own Blood to plead, 
** God with us," as our guide and stay, 
To hear, to answer, when we pray. 
And make us feel what joy 'tis thus 
To be assured of " God with us." 



July 30. 

Heb. ii. 1. Therefore tee ought to take the more earnest heed 
to the things that toe have heard, lest at any time we should 
let them slip. 

My advantages are so much greater, that I am much 
more bound to take care of them than were the Jews. 
They have lost everything, because they despised and 
heeded not what God sent them. I have ** so great sal- 
vation" in Jesus Christ brought to me, and brought by 
Himself and His Spirit. If I neglect this, what must 
I expect ? It is terrible to reflect on my own past neg- 
lect, opportunities thrown away, good resolutions broken, 
grace received at various times which I have allowed to 
escape and waste away by degrees, till scarce a trace of it 
is to be found ! 

We cannot hope the heathen's doom, 

To whom God's Son is given. 
Whose eyes have seen beyond the tomb. 

Who have the key of heaven. 
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July 31. 
John xix. 5. Behold the Man ! 

In these words Pilate unknowingly preached to the 
Jews. He bade them look at Jesus, the Man: what 
a Man, how full of sorrows, of patience, of holiness, of 
the Godhead! And He is set forth before my eyes for 
me to see. My God brought down to such humiliation, 
and a Man of such suffering for my sake, because of my 
sins, and to lift me up to God ! Happy had it been for 
them if they had never beheld Him, because they would 
not believe in Him. Happy for me if I beheld Him by 
faith as mine in all things. I will behold Him tiU I 
love Him more. 

Lord Jean, when we stand afar, 
And gaze upon Thy holy Cross, 
In love of Thee, and scorn of self. 
Oh, may we count the world as loss ! 



August 1. 

Heb. iv. 11. Let U8 labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest 
any man fall after the same example of unbelief. 

How blessed it is to rest when we are wearied, at the 

close of the day, on the Lord's day, or even in the midst 

of one's toil. How supremely blessed then to CBJoy that 

rest which shall have no end, — ^rest from all earthly toils, — 

rest from all earthly troubles, — rest from sin and all its 

consequent evils. But it will not come to me of itself. 

Though God gives it freely. He requires me to labour, 

that I may by His grace become fitted for it, and then He 

will make me enter into it. If I let my faith grow cold, 

and lose my earnestness, like the children of Israel in the 

wilderness, I shall, like them, find that that rest is not for 

me. Lord, save me from so great a loss ! 

Till I feel my sins removed. 
And, assured that I am loved. 
Lean upon my Saviour's breast, 
I can never think of xettt. 
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August 2. 

Jeb. xxxi. 3. The Lord hath appeared of old unto me, saying. 
Yea, I have loved thee with an everlasting love : therefore with 
lovingkindness have I drawn thee. 

How utterly beyond my comprehension is all God's 
dealing with me ! How I find Him persuading me, and 
in a way almost compelling me, to serve Him better. 
And if I enquire the reason, His Word only tells me that 
it is of His everlasting love. But who can explain to me 
this His love? This is a mystery which passes human 
comprehension. • Oh, why do I not follow His leading, 
and yield to His drawing, and love Him for His love ? 
What must the holy angels, not to say God Himself and 
His ever-blessed Son, tlonk of my hardness of heart and 
unkindness ! 

' Through that precious love He sought us, 
Wandering from His holy ways j 
With that precious life He bought us ; 
Then let all our future days 
Tell this story : 
Love's our life — our lives be praise. 

August 3. 

Jbe. xxxii. 39. / will give them one heart, and one wag, that 
they may fear Me for ever, for the good oj them, and of their 
children after them. 

We can fancy to ourselves that it would be a blessed 
time, and a time of great opportunities of improvement, 
if instead of Christians disputing about their different 
opinions and ways, they were all agreed, and all walked 
in one way. This God has promised to bring to pass 
one day, and He has bidden us pray it of Him. The 
Church continually requires me so to pray in the Com- 
munion Service, as well as daily that all may ''hold the 
faith in unity of spirit, and the bond of peace/' This let 
me do more earnestly; and strive after this unity by 
dwelling on the points in which I am agreed with other 
Christians, rather than on those in which we differ. 

Oh, make on earth all Churches one, 
One with the blessed gone before, 
All knit in sweet communion, 
To love Thee, worship, and adore. 
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August 4. 
Acts ii. 46. And theif, continuing daily with one accord in the 
temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their 
meat with gladness and singleness of heart. 

For a short time the Church seemed to enjoy oneness 
of heart and life. But it seems to have heen too good 
a thing for this present life. Many things conspired in 
the very first days of the Church to produce this unity, 
which will not all meet now, nor continue when they 
are found. But the very frequent Communions, with 
daily puhlic worship, to which this verse alludes, must 
have had a great share in producing that unity. These 
I can have, and can attend to with more earnestness and 
warmth than I have been used to; and without doubt 
God will give me true gladness and joy. 

Heart in heart, and hand in hand, 
Once went forth the little band ; 
Then they conquered, in the might 
Of their oneness, and their right ; 
Then the will of God was done. 
When they all in Christ were one. 

August 5. 

Acts iii. 6. Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none ; but 
such as I have give I thee : In the Name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth rise up and walk. 

Am I not disposed to set too high a value on " silver 
and gold," as if they were all-important in doing God's 
work ? God can do without these if He pleases ; and He 
can call them forth, or make them, just where and when 
He will. If I have them, I am to spend them for Him ; 
if I have them not, He does not require them ; He gives 
me, what is not only much better than they, but will also 
fully supply their place, the Name of His dear Son, which 
has power over all things. Oh, that I had more faith in 
this, that I might go to all my duties in reliance upon it, 
and then He would graciously work more and greater 

works by its means. 

Dear Name ! the rock on which I build. 

My shield and hiding-place. 
My never-rfailing treasury, filled 
With boundless stores of grace. 
PT. II. n 
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Angoflt 6. 

Ps. XXX. 5. Tor His anger endureth but a moment ; in His favour 
is life : weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the 
morning. 

Oh, my tender and loving Father ! He will not always 
be chiding, neither keepeth He His anger for ever. I 
richly deserve His anger. But He laid it on Hie dear 
Son for my sake. And as even He, though humbled to 
death and grave foif me, did break the bonds of death 
and darkness, and come to life again on the third mom* 
ing, so may I hope and trust, when I am justly punished 
for my sins, to find relief, and peace, and joy, after all, in 
Christ my Saviour. "Welcome any night of heaviness, if 
only He be there to change it into His own joy. 

Oh, trust the Lord who boaght thee. 

Oh, trust the sinner's Friend ; 
The wondrous love that sought thee. 

Will keep thee to the end- 
Will give a glorious morrow. 

To this thy night of pain. 
And make thy dews of sorrow 

Like " shining after rain.'* 



August 7. 

Acts v. 41. And they departed from the presence of the council, 
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His 
Name. 

"What an honour and privilege, to be allowed to share 
the shame of Jesus ! But do I always account it so ? 
When the world scorns, when friends disapprove, when 
companions call names and shun my company, when 
enemies ridicule me, when superiors misunderstand me, 
am not I often ready to give up my religion, or at least 
to leave off the religious practice which draws forth their 
opposition ? Am I not too often ashamed of Christ, and 
unwilling to avow before men that I love Him above all 
things, and am determined to be His servant at any cost ? 

Believers, this the glorious Name 

Which we are bound to bear. 
For which we scorn reproach and shame, 

And death itself would dare. 
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August 8. 

Heb. xi. 16. But now they desire a better country ^ that is, an 
heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their 
God : for He hath prepared for them a city. 

What is everything on earth, however dear to us, and 
however precious as it may seem, compared with heaven ? 
But the present does so continually shut out the future. 
How cold my desires are after that home beyond ! I find 
myself so shut up and satisfied with this world, and so 
indiflferent about the next world, Lord, I pray Thee, 
send me anything, in Thy love, which may make me dis- 
satisfied with earth, and make me long and pant after 
Thyself and Thy eternal dwelling-place, the place which 
Thy love has prepared for me ! 

But when the days of trial came. 
When sickness shook this trembling frame, 
When folly's gay pursuits were o'er, 
And I could dance and sing no more. 
It then occurred, how sad 'twould be. 
Were this world only made for me ! 

August 9. 

Jer. xlv. 5. Seekest thou great things for thyself F ieek them 
not : for, behold, I mil bring evil upon all flesh, saith the Lord: 
but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey in allptade^ whither 
thou goest. 

What are great things? Honours, riches, pleasures, 
fame, submission of other people? Axe these ** great?" 
Am I seeking for these ? What will they profit me when 
God sends His judgments, — sickness, disappointment, want, 
reproach, consciousness of sin, and the last great day with 
its unquenchable fire ? How far beyond all thefee is the 
promise and assurance that in that day my life shall be 
secure, my soul preserved, my portion assured, my en- 
trance into glory certain, for His sake who gave Himself 
for me, and who cannot fail ! 

Pray only that thy aching heart. 
From visions vain content to part. 
Strong for Love's sake its woe to hide 
May cheerful wait the Cross beside. 
Too happy if, that dreadful day. 
Thy lite be given thee tot v^^x^^. 
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August 10. 
Acts viii. 39. And he went on his toay rejoicing. 

The eunuch had had striking proof of God's love and 
care for him, and felt now that he was the child of God, 
and made partaker of His gifts. Therefore, though he 
might meet with no fellow-Christians in Ethiopia, and 
would have no outward privileges, he could rejoice in 
God and His Saviour. That God is mine ; that Saviour 
is mine ; those gifts are mine ; and besides I have the 
outward opportunities which were denied to the eunuch. 
I, then, ought to rejoice as I go on my way. I will be 
glad and rejoice in God, and use all His good things with 
thankfulness. 

Thus may we all Thy words obey, 

For we, O God, are Thine ; 
And go rejoicing on our way. 

Renewed with strength divine. 



August 11. 

James i. 5. If any of you lack wisdom , let him ash of God ^ thai 
giveth to all men liberally ^ and upbraideth not ; and it shall be 
given him. 

I have great need of wisdom to do the common work 
of my daily calling; and I need wisdom to deal with 
Satan and his temptations. I also wish to understand 
God's Word and His will, my own duty, and the way to 
God. It is through my own backwardness to pray that I 
have hitherto been so deficient. Lord, I do now, and if 
Thou wilt enable me I will continue to pray of Thee to sup- 
ply to me that wisdom which I so greatly need. Let me 
depend on Thee alone ; and do Thou have compassion on 
my ignorance, and instruct me. 

Whatever my hand or heart design 
Of holy thought, or work divine. 

Of alms, or fast, or prayer j 
May I, O God, with aU my might. 
Do it for Thee, and in Tliy sight. 

Thy love mine only care. 



WHITSUNTIDE TO ADVENT, 37 

August 12. 

Acts x. 4. Thy prayers and thine alma are come ttpfor 

a memorial before God. 

How grievously does the poor heathen Cornelius put 
me to shame! He had none of those Christian advan- 
tages which God has granted me from my infancy, and 
yet he was known for his religious acts and devotions 
among the inhabitants of heaven. What prayers or alms 
have I ever offered that God could take account of ? I am 
soon wdaried of praying, and slow to give back what God 
lends me. O Lord, give me the true spirit of prayer, that 
I may pray without ceasing, and give me a bountiful 
heart, that I may offer to Thee with cheerfulness. 

Thy manifold and glorious gifts> 

Lord, grant us full and free ; 
Nor leave us destitute of grace 

To use them all for Thee. 



August 13. 

Lam. iii. 32. Though He cause grief, yet will He have compassion 
according unto the multitude of His mercies. 

Art thou in trouble and affliction ? Thy heavenly 
Father hath caused it, hath sent it to thee for His love's 
sake. He has some good meaning in thy sorrow, which 
thou shalt know one day. But even now He will not 
afflict too severely, nor break thee down with His smiting. 
When thou criest to Him because His rod wounds thee, 
He will have compassion. He will either relax His 
chastening, or soothe thy distress, or will strengthen thee 
to bear it, and send a blessing along with it. Cry to 
Him, and trust Him. 

When clouds of sorrow gather round, 

His bosom owns no fear ; 
He knows, where'er his portion be, 

His God will still be tViere. 
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August 14. 

Acts xii. 6. And when Eerod would have brought him forth, the 
same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with 
two chains. 

How often are the nights <rf the man of pleasure, the 
man of honour, and the man of money, disturbed, and 
their sleep goes from them! They are full of care and 
anxiety; they fear friends, and foes, and rivals. But 
the Apostle, though in prospect of immediate deaths 
when every hope of release seemed shut out, could sleep 
calmly. Why this difference? The man of the world 
knows no relief from care. The servant of Christ casts 
all his care on Christ; the care of his body, of his life, 
and of his soul, — all is committed in simple faith to 
the keeping of his God and Saviour; and the peace of 
God keeps his heart. 

O Lord of hosts, how blest is he 

Who in Thy strength confides. 
Whose soul reposes tmstingly 

On all Thy grace provides; 
Who never fears, nor doubts Thy love^ 

Assured, when Thou art nigh. 
That what Thy wisdom may approve 

Thy love will ne'er deny 1 

August 15. 

EzEK. ii. 5. And they, whether they will hear, or whether they 
will forbear, yet shall know that there hath been a prophet 
among them. 

How wonderful is the liberty which God grants to 
every person to receive or to refuse His messages. But 
my refusal to listen, however obstinately I may persist 
in it, will not alter God's word, nor take off from His 
authority. If I hear and obey, His word will be to me 
life, life eternal ; if I refuse to hear, and persist in dis- 
obeying, it is His awful voice to which I shut my ears, 
and one day I must hear it in judgment, whether I will 

or no. 

Thy judgments, too, unmoved I hear, 
(Amazing thought !) which devils fear; 
Goodness and wrath in vain combine 
To stir this stupid heart of mine. 
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August 16. 

1 Pet. i. 17. And if ye call on the Father, who without respect 
of persons judgeth according to every matCs work ^ pass the time 
of your sojourning here infear^ 

Oh, that I oould always remember that this life is hut 
a sojourning i It will soon come to an end, and I shall 
change my abode. For what shall I exchange it ? Oh, 
that I couM. live in daily and hourly fear of th6 righteous 
Judge, the eternal Father, who seeth and knoweth th« 
heart. I need not have a slavish dread of Him, as if He 
were cruel or austere, but such a reverence and awe as 
becomes a creature before His maker, a son before his 
father, and especially a sinner before his God. When my 
fiojoum here is ended, shall I find a home with Him ? 

Hast thou tkonght, while life is flying. 
Hast thou ever thought of dying. 
Of the hour when thou must meet 
God at His own judgment-seat ? 



Augnst 17. 

EzEK. xiv. 23. Te shall know that I have not done without cause 
all that I have done in it, saith the Lord, 

It is one of the present trials of our faith that we can- 
not see the causes of Almighty God's dealings with men. 
In vain we often try to discover; and sometimes we 
foolishly find fault with what He does, because it does 
not commend itself to our judgment ! One day we shall 
see and know; that which now is hid shall then come 
abroad. We shall see the love and goodness which 
prompted every one of His visitations, we shall see how 
He looked forward and provided for our eternal welfare, 
and how all His orderings were for that end, and tended 
to bring that about, and we shall bless Him for His fore- 
thought and love. 

Blind unbelief is sure to err. 

And scan His work in vain ; 
God is His own interpreter. 

And He will make it ^VaAXk.. 
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August 18. 

Acts xvi. 14. Whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended 
unto the things which were spoken of Paul, 

God only has power over the heart. In vain do we 
hear the Word, or read it, unless Ho disposes us to receive 
and attend to what wo hear. Why have so many good 
sermons and holy books been without profit to me, but 
because my heart was closed against their teaching ; and 
that was, because I had not sought of God to open it. 
Lord, speak, I pray Thee, to me, — speak Thy com- 
mands and Thy instruction, and give me the ear to hear, 
and the heart to attend to what Thou speakest, that I 
may do Thy will ! 

But something yet can do the deed. 
And that dear something^ much I need : 
Thy Spirit can from dross refine. 
And move and melt this heart of mine. 



August 19. 

EzBR. xxxiv. 16. I will seek that which was lost, and bring again 
that which was driven away, and will hind up that which was 
broken^ and will strengthen that which was sick. 

What condescension this is on the part of Christ to the 
particular infirmities and sins of every one ! Such love Ho 
has for every sheep and lamb, that He will not leave it in 
its difficulty, but will try to do it good. He is the Good 
Shepherd, Who has sought me when I had lost myself, and 
brought me back so many times into His way ; and when 
Satan had hurt me by sin, by the suffering which fol- 
lows sin has healed me, and has recovered me and brought 
me back to holiness. And yet, foolish sheep that 1 am,il 
persist in wandering and following my own devices ! 

Dear Shepherd of Thy chosen few. 
Thy former mercies here renew ; 
Here to our waiting hearts proclaim 
The sweetness of Thy saving Name. 
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August 20. 

Dan. iii. 25. Zo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the 
fire, and they have no hurt ; and the form of ths fourth is like 
the Son of Ood, 

Thus does He sustain and cheer with His presence all 
His faithful ones when He brings them into the furnace 
of affliction. I need not fear any trial, however severe. 
Ho will give me strength to bear it ; He will shew Him- 
self to mo as I suffer ; He will give me His own sweet 
peace to calm and soothe my troubled soul ; He will make 
it work out good for me in the end, for which I shall 
praise Him through eternity. I might, like St. Paul, 
almost wish for affliction, that I might have and enjoy 
the presence of my dear Saviour, I will say with Him, 
** Not my will, but Thine, be done." 

Lord, I would rather weep, to feel 
Thy blessed influence o'er me steal. 
Than share the brightest earthly lot, 
Where Thou, my Saviour God, art not. 

August 21. 

Dan. v. 5. In the same hour came forth fn^ers of a man*s hand, 
and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the 
wall of the king' s palace : and the king saw the part of the hand 
that wrote. 

The hand of God is at all times writing the record of 
my thoughts, words, and actions. Oh, that I could ever 
see this Handwiiting, and could by judging myself learn 
what it writes respecting me. When I do call mine 
own ways to remembrance, and see something of what I 
really am, I am ready to tremble as King Bclshazzar 
trembled. If I see myself for the first time in ** that 
Day," I shall tremble indeed. Lord, make me know my 
own sin and danger in time, while there is opportunity to 
amend, and to seek for pardon, that so I may find mercy 
in Thy great day. 

Lord, in this Thy mercy's day. 

Ere it wholly pass away, 

On our knees we fall and pray. 

Holy Jesu, gprant us tears, 

Fill us with heart-searching fears. 

Ere that awful doom ai^^^^t^. 
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Angnst 22. 

Acts xx. 32. I commend you to Ood, and to the word of His 
grace, tohieh is able to build you up, and to give you an in- 
Aeritance among all them which are sanctified, 

God does not leave His work unfinished. When He 
has begun it, He provides means to carry it on and make 
it perfect. His word and His grace, which He gives 
abundantly to all who seek it, especially in Holy Com- 
munion, are sufficient to confirm and establish me more 
and more as long as I am here. This is His work ; it is 
only for me to make use of what He provides ; He will 
honour His ordinance, and will be honoured in it, and 
thereby shall I by Jesus Christ be made meet for heaven, 
and also be taken thither. 

Hear such a monument of grace. 
Presuming thus to seek Thy face ; 
Accept my prayer, and for Thy Son 
Oh, perfect Thou the work begun ! 



August 23. 

2 Pet. iii. 17. Beware lest ye also, being led away with the error 
of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. 

The great deceiver is always on the watch to draw me 
astray. My own resolutions and good purposes are utterly 
insufficient to keep me stedfast. He is so much stronger 
and more subtle than I am, that he is sure to have the ad- 
vantage. But if Christ be with me I fear not. Errors 
are manifold, errors of knowledge, errors of faith, errors 
of practice. When so many fall on every side, it would 
be strange if I were to find it easy to stand. How awful 
to fall ! I might never rise again ! And then to have 
been right once, and afterwards to go wrong and be lost, 
what an aggravation of misery ! Lord, leave me not, 
neither forsake me, God of my salvation. 

Poor though I am, despised, forgot. 
Yet God, my God, forgets me not ; 
And he is safe and must succeed. 
For whom the Lord vouchsafes to plead. 
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AtiguBt 24. St. Bartholomew's Day. 

John i. 47. Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and saith of 
him. Behold an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile / 

This was a rare character which Jesus pronounced of 
this disciple. How few persons there are of whom we 
could ourselves confidently say that they have no pretence, 
or what is commonly understood by " humbug/' in them. 
It is so difficult at all times to be real. The world is so 
full of pretence and shams that Christ's servants insen- 
sibly catch the disease. But it is a disease from which 
He was specially free; ** neither was guile found in His 
mouth." The true Christian must say and do only what 
comes from his heart, what will bear examination and 
criticism from the world. In acts of devotion, and in 
conversation about religion, he must be true and honest, 
not professing in manner or in language what he does 
not feel. 

Waste Dot thy life in idle dreams 
Of what that life aliould be. 

But live it, use it, for it teems 
With tasks for thee and me. 



August 25i 

1 John ii. 9. He that saith he is in the light, and hateth his 
brother, is in darkness even until now^ 

Hatred of any brother is absolutely contradictory of 
God's nature, who is Love. All the accompaniments of 
hatred, and the evil passions which lead to it, or bear 
any resemblance to it, are in their degree opposed to 
God, It is vain for me to profess myself a Christian, 
and to suppose that I understand holy things, while my 
heart is hardened against a fellow-Christian. Love brings 
down from God all good things, wisdom, light, peace, joy ; 
and love lifts us up towards God. But everything which 
is opposed to love, drives us and keeps us from God. Oh, 
for the mind of Christ, that I may love my brother as Ho 
has loved me ! 

Replenish my poor heart with love. 
With love, O Lord, of Thee above j 
Let me of Thee my pattern take. 
And love my brother for TVi^ ^^^. 
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August 26. 

Dan. xii. 3, And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness 
of the firmament ; and they that turn many to righteomneas as 
the stars for ever and ever. 

What a privilege to be allowed to be instrumental in 
saving a soul! This were enough, without any special 
reward or honour being promised to those who convert 
others. "What claim have I for such reward ? "What 
soul have I helped to save ? I have done much in many 
ways to hinder others. I have set a bad example, and 
a careless example. I have said many things hastily 
and thoughtlessly which may have done much mischief. 
But what can I say I have done to turn many, or even 
one, to righteousness ? After all God*s mercy to me I am 
nothing better than an unprofitable servant to Him. 

Are there for us some brethren dear, 
Near to our hearts, but not so near 

To God as they should be ? 
For whom we know no peace, nor rest. 
Until they choose the thing that's b^. 

And Christ's salvation see ? 



August 27. 
Hose A iv. 17. Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone. 

Of all things that God could say, the most awful ! If 
God lets a man alone, what is to become of that man ? 
He must go from worse to worse; there is nothing to 
hinder or turn him. He will not be alone, for Satan 
will be very busy with him, suggesting all evil thoughts 
and desires, and gaining more and more the mastery of 
him. Bather than this may God chasten, and correct, 
and punish, and afflict me never so sorely! May He 
scourge me with scorpions, smite me almost to death, 
yea, even kill me at once, that I may be spared from 
growing worse ! Lord, in mercy chasten me, but leave 
me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation ! 

And soon I found that fears, which stirred 

My startled soul God's will to do. 
On me more real peace conferred. 

Than in life's calm I ever knew. 
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August 28. 

Hose A vi. 1. Come, and let us return unto the Lord : for He 
hath torn, and He will heal us ; He hath smitten, and He mil 
hind us up. 

How many times have I already begun to turn back to 
God when He has afflicted me ! and yet I have need to 
turn again now, for I have gone away from Him to my 
former sins. He is still the same loving God and Eather, 
who corrects in love and rejoices to see the fruit of His 
correction, and when He sees it, He is ready to take off 
His chastisement. Lord and gracious Father, give me 
grace so to take Thy visitation that I may really repent 
and truly turn from my sins, and that Thou mayest re- 
move Thy displeasure, and restore me to the joy which 
Thou takest from me. 

When a God of wrath, reproving. 

Might have humbled to the grave. 
Then a God of mercy, loving. 

Only wounds that He may save. 



August 29. 

Acts xxvii. 25. I believe God, that it shall he even as 

it was told me. 

Oh, my evil heart of unbelief, that will not take God's 
words, and expect to find them come true ! But this is 
the cause of much of my sorrow and disappointment, and 
of very much of the disputing and quarrelling among 
men. God says it shall be, or shall not be. But I and 
the world think we are wiser tban God, and are sure it 
must be otherwise. In the Sacraments God says He is 
present, that through them He gives life from Himself, 
but I doubt and see difficulties, and so come without 
boldness if I come at all, and for lack of faith fail to 
draw out virtue where virtue really abounds. Lord, I 
pray Thee, increase my faith ! 

Plead not reason's poor pretence. 

Trust what God hath told thee ; 
Lean not on thine erring sense 

When His arms enfold tha^. 
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August 30i 

JuDE 23. Hating even the garment spotted hy the flesh. 
How easily do we come to think lightly of sins, to call 
them by soft names, and to become accustomed to them ! 
Things which once we shrunk from in horror we get used 
to and almost love. On the contrary, if we grew in ho- 
liness, and became more like God in our inner man, 
we should hate every sin more determinedly, we should 
shrink from it with greater horror, and become more 
really afraid of its pollution. When I look at myself, 
my garments seem all defiled and unclean, not merely 
spotted. How then ought I to hate myself and my sins ; 
and yet do I not think well of myself, and feel fairly 
satisfied with my words and doings t 

By slow degrees the deed was done ; 

The fetters that now bound him. 
Had day by day, and one by one. 

Been surely drawn around him : 
He would not burst them when he could. 
He could not burst them when he would. 



August 31. 

HosEA xiii. 9. Israel^ thou hast destroyed thyself: but 

in Me is thine help, 

Man rejects God, will not be controlled by His will 
and commands, follows his own devices in quest of what 
he thinks is good, and so falls into hopeless difficulties, 
and cuts himself off from what is really good, and then 
what is he to do ? He has no one but himself to blame, 
but he cannot help himself. Oh, the transcendent good- 
ness of God ! When man lies, as it were, bleeding to 
death, God calls to him and comforts him with the as- 
surance that He still will help him. He sees the poor 
sinner in the death which he has brought upon himself, 
and comes to lift him up and save his life, in spite of all 
that the sinner has hitherto done against Him. Lord, I 
am undone : I have ruined myself. Help me, I beseech 
Thee! 

A wanderer — His mercy sought ! 
A slave — His freedom bought ! 
And, dead in trespasses and sins, 
HiB voice awoke life's pulse within. 
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September 1. 

HosEA xiv. 5. / mil be as the dew unto Israel : he shall grow 
as the lily, and cast forth his roots as Lebanon. 

God will be to His people the continual supply of all 
their wants ; soft, unseen, but penetrating, like the heavy 
refreshing dew on a summer night. If His people do but 
look to Him continually, depend on Him, follow Him, 
use what He gives them diligently and tiiankfully, He 
will make all grace abound to them. His saints on earth 
might and ought to be pure, tender, delicate as the lily, 
not enduring anything which even savours of sin, and yet 
firmly rooted, strong in spirit, ready for every good work, 
drawing others to Him, and becoming daily more strength- 
ened and established in Him. 

Possess my heart, and leave no room 

For sin to harbour there : 
Oh, ^ive me. Lord, the single eye, 

Which aims at nought but Thee : 
I fain would live, and yet not I, 

But Jesus live in me. 



September 2. 

RoH. iii. 24 Being justed freely by His grace, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

How can I, sinner that I am, appear before God ? How 
can I hope that He will accept me ? How passing wonder, 
that He loves me, counts me righteous, forgives me, and 
embraces me as His own ! All this is for my dear sweet 
Saviour's sake, because He loved me more than Himself^ 
because He would not spare Himself to save me, because 
He redeemed me with His precious Blood. Therefore 
God accepts me without any price that I can pay, " freely," 
as a gift, for the price which Jesus paid on the Cross. 
Oh, my Saviour, I believe : help me to believe more sim- 
ply and heartily ! 

Could my tears for ever flow. 
Could my zeal no languor know. 
This for sin could not atone ; 
Thou must save, and Thou alone : 
Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to thy Crosft L c\m:£. 
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September 3. 

Matt. It. 11. Th^n the devil leateih Him, and behold, angels 

came and ministered unto Him, 

What a blessed exchange ! He wrought it out for Him- 
self by His patient encounter with the tempter. But the 
same He will work for me whenever I am tempted, if 
only I look to Him, and in His streugth resist the temp- 
tation. I shall not see angelic beings waiting upon me, 
but I shall taste the gifts which they bring with them 
from my heavenly Father, peace, hope, joy, the feeling 
of His own Presence to cheer me for the next conflict. 
The Evil One cannot overcome me if I am strong in the 
Lord. He may boast of his own power, but my Defender 
is stronger than he, and he must flee. Lord Jesus, leave 
me not, I pray Thee ! 

Gird thy heavenly armour on. 
Wear it ever, night and day ; 
Near thee larks the Evil Chie, 
Therefore watch and pray. 



September 4. 
Amos iv. 12. Prepare to meet thy Ood, Israel, 

When I think that I may, sooner than I expect, be 
called to meet God in the other world, I am awed for 
a little time. But I am continually meeting Him here, 
and I take so little account of it. I come before Him in 
Church, and especially in Holy Communion, but how 
little do I realize His Presence ! If I did but believe 
Him to be truly there, as truly as He was with the dis- 
ciples when they could handle His Body, how much more 
solemn and collected would my behaviour be ! how much 
more I should think of it beforehand! how much more 
should I watch myself at the time, and afterwards. O my 
Lord, I do desire to meet Thee, and would get myself 
ready that I may not offend Thee ! 

When once thy foot enters the church, be bare : 
God is more there than thou ; for thou. art there 
Only by His permission. Then beware. 
And make thyself all reverence and fear. 
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September 5. 

Matt. vi. 6. But thou, when thou prat/est, enter into thy cloSet, 
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father Which is 
in secret ; and thy Father Which seeth in secret shall reward 
thee openly. 

Oh, how sweet the moments when the door is shut 
against the world, and I am left alone with my heavenly 
Pather ; when He allows me to converse with Him, and 
He is graciously pleased to answer me. But I am so 
soon tired, and my thoughts wander, and I have reason 
to fear lest my very private devotions should prove a sin, 
and be hateful to God. Lord Jesus, wash, I pray Thee, 
my prayers and Sacraments in Thine own Blood, that 
they may not be displeasing to Thy Pather ! 

What various hindrances we meet 
In coming to the mercy -seat ! 
But who that knows the worth of prayer 
But wishes to he often there ? 



September 6i 

KoM. vii. 24, 25. wretched man that I am! who shall deliver 
me from the body of this death ? I thank God through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 

As long as I am in this body I shall find the remains 
of death about me. "While my body is still ** vile" it will 
hanker after vile things, and will be subject to low in- 
firmities. I might well be afraid that the sinful desires 
of the body would overmaster God*s grace, and that the 
sinful body would cause the ruin of my soul. But Christ 
has died, aM risen again, and gives me new life. In Him 
I live. His life within me shall ever keep down the 
lusts of the flesh, and when my flesh has been put off in 
the grave. He shall re-quicken it, glorious like His own. 
Praised be His Name ! 

Good Lord ! by Thy renewing breath 
Bevive our souls from winter death ; 
The garden of our spirits dress 
With fragraut flowers of holiness. 

PT. n. ^ 
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September 7. 

Amos ix. 9. For^ lo, I will command, and I will sift the house 
of Israel among all nations, like as corn is sifted in a sieve, yet 
shall not the least grain fall upon the earth. 

Gracious promise ! God's people must be tried every- 
Trbere, beset by temptations of every kind, from persons 
of every description. Satan will at all times be busy 
amongst them, trying to make them fall. God will never 
leave them. That which is not true grain, but bad, shall 
fall and be swept away : but the true children, who stand 
the various tests to which God subjects them, shall not 
one of them be lost. God will protect His own. The 
wicked shall do wickedly ; but God will uphold the 
faithful. • 

Make bim and keep him Thine own child. 
Meek follower of the undefiled ; 
Possessor here of grace and love, 
Inheritor of heaven above. 



September 8. 

Rom. viii. 38, 89. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor 
life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things pre- 
sent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depths nor any other 
creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

Nothing can induce God to remove His love, except 
our sin. ISot our trouble : then He comes closer, to cheer 
us up. The more we need His presence and help, the 
more sure He is to come to supply our need. Therefore 
in death He is especially close to His child. Unseen 
things cannot take off His love from us, they the rather 
help to draw it out. Our present difficulties, our future 
hopes, all serve only to bind Him closer and closer. The 
love which shewed itself in the gift of the well-beloved 
Son, and which ^till abides in Him, cannot be interrupted 
except by that which that Son came to put away, that 
is, sin. 

Let me, ray Saviour, on Thy breast recline, 
Thv words my comfort, my devotion Thine ; 
My life's best joy Thy promises to prove. 
Trust in Thy truth, and triumph in Thy love. 



WHirstrimDE. to advent. 51 

September 9. 
Jonah iv. 6. And the Lord prepared a gourd, and made it to come 
up over Jonah, that it might he a shadow over his head, to deliver 
him from his grief. So Jonah was exceeding glad of the gourd, 

Jonah was so overjoyed at the arrival of the gourd, 
that he was proportionably over-distressed at its sudden 
disappearance. He did not thank God for the gourd, he 
did not receive it as from Him ; consequently he did not 
think of God when it was removed. How often am I 
thus carried away with overmuch joy by some earthly 
pleasure or gain, and then when God's love withdraws 
this, my heart is well-nigh broken, for it was fixed on 
this thing, and not on God. O Lord, remove my gourds, 
rather than that I should love them and depend on them 
instead of Thee ! 

Who knoweth what is good for man 

In this vain life below ? 
Who for himself dare plot and plan. 
And measure out life's little span 
With certainty, as if he can 

Tell what will come or go ? 

September 10. 
Matt. xi. 28. Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy 

laden, and 1 will gioe you rest. 

Oh, most sweet and gracious invitation, ever the same, 
yet ever fresh, and ever acceptable ! Though I am not 
half as much oppressed with a feeling of my sins as I 
ought to be, and do not feel them so heavy a burden as 
I ought to feel them, yet I am oppressed with them, and 
with many trials and vexations both of body and soul, 
from which I cannot deliver myself ! How sweet to be 
able to cast all my cares on Jesus, to repose my wearied 
head on His bosom, to lean n^y heart upon Him, and to 
feel the peace and rest which He then gives. 

How sweet the Name of Jesus sounds 

In a believer's ear I 
It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds, 

And drives away his fear. 
It makes the wounded spirit whole, 

It calms the troubled breast ; 
'Tis manna to the hungry soul. 

And to the weary rest. 
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September 11. 

Bom. xii. 15. Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep 

with them that weep. 

To go out. of ourselves, and enter thoroughly into the 
feelings and circumstances of our neighbours, is a striking 
proof of having drunk of the Spirit of Jesus Christ. He 
was utterly unselfish, and wholly bent on doing good to 
others as His Father's will. It is my place to try to feel 
with every one that I have to do with ; not to try to draw 
them to my feelings, but to endeavour to throw myself 
into theirs — to make myself as useful and pleasant to all 
of them as I can. I cannot be wholly ignorant of the 
great comfort of true sympathy ; how joys increase when 
another shares them with me, and sorrows* are lightened 
when another helps to bear them. I ought to try to con- 
vey this comfort and help to every one. 

Help us through good report and ill 

Our daily cross to bear ; 
Like Thee to do our Father's will. 

Our brethren's griefs to share. 



September 12. 

MiCAH vi. 9. The Lord's voice crieth unto the city, and the man 
of wisdom shall see thy name: hear ye the rod, and who hath 
appointed it* 

The rod is never pleasant, yet it may be welcome. 
When we are conscious that it is deserved, and know 
that our Father's hand holds and administers it, we may 
be thankful for it. That rod, however it falls on me, is 
like God's own voice crying to me to put away the things 
for which He chastens me, and to turn to Him with all 
my heart. If He calls, and if He chastens. He has not 
forgotten me, nor cast me away. Lord, give me wisdom 
to acknowledge Thy chastening, to welcome, and cherish, 
and profit by it, to listen to Thy voice and obey it. 

My Father and my God, 

Oh, set this spirit Iree ! 

I'd gladly kiss the rod 
That drove my trembling soul to Thee, 
And made it Thine eternally ! 
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September 13. 

Rom. xiv. 10. But why dost thou judge thy brother ? or why 
dost thou set at nought thy brother r for we shall all stand 
before the judgment-seat of Christ, 

How ready I am to form an opinion about my neigh- 
bour's conduct, and that too often an unfavourable opinion, 
such as I should not like formed of my own ! And yet it 
is no concern of mine at all. God will not expect me to 
answer for what my neighbour has done, nor foj* his mo- 
tives. God Himself will judge us all, me and my neigh- 
bour. If He is not very merciful to me for my dear 
Saviour's sake, how shall I be able to stand ? If I could 
see all things right, I should find that my neighbour had 
less to answer- for than I have, 

Canst thou still ^ mote descry. 
Darkening thy poor brother's eye ? 
Bather be sure no deadly thing 
About thine own soul's eyesight cling, 
And blindness to thy conscience bring. 



September 14. 

Matt. xv. 27. And she said, Truth, Lord: yet the dogs eat of 
the crumbs which fall from their masters* table. 

This woman's faith was shewn in owning her outcast 
condition ; and that any help, however little, which Christ 
vouchsafed her, would be of avail for her daughter ; and 
that if she persevered, that help would be afforded. What 
am I in God's sight ? not worthy to be called even a dog, 
for I have so continually rebelled against Him. And yet 
He does admit me to touch and taste Him and His blessed 
gifts. He fills the outward signs with a true, real, heavenly 
substance, and invites me freely to come and take all which 
He has. Where is my faith ? Have I the faith of this 
poor Gentile woman, to feel that I deserve to be cast away, 
but that God will receive me for Jesus's.sake, and that in 
Holy Communion I have Him for my own ? 

Heir of a throne and crown above, 
Child of eternal grace and love. 
Lift up thine heart, lift up thine eyes. 
Press forward to the heavenly prize. 
And leave thy doubts aa^ ivi«t^ \» VJw»ft 
Who dare not upon CVoabX Te^o'ea, 
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September 15. 
Hab. iii*. 17. Although the Jig-tree shall not blossom, neither shall 
fruit be in the vines ; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the 
fields shall yield no meat ; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
and there shall be no herd in the stalls : get I will rejoice in the 
Lord, I will joy in the Ood of my salvation. 

The Christian's portion, and the true source of his joy, 
is something far more sure and precious than all earthly 
treasures. "When these perishable possessions fail or perish, 
then does God appear more truly and more closely as the 
abiding portion of His people. He gives these things or 
withholds them, supplies them or removes them; and 
whichever He does, He is always the same, the same 
loving Pather working out the same good end, even the 
salvation of our souls. In Him I will alway rejoice. 
Nothing can take Him from me, or rob me of His love ; 
in Him, and in His love, I will always be joyful. 

Then give me any lot, 

1*11 bless Thy just decree. 

So Thou art not foi^ot, — 
And I may ne'er dependent be 
On any friend, my God, but Thee ! 

September 16. 
1 Cor. i. 27. Ood hath chosen the foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise ; and God hath chosen the weak things of the 
world to confound the things which are mighty. 

People are often amazed at the great results which arise 
out of trifles ; and at the disappointment of great conse- 
quences when the causes seem to be great. It is a rule 
in God's government of the world, in order that all the 
glory may be given to Him, to whom it is due. Christ 
and His Apostles seemed to be foolish, and Christ Him- 
self weaker than the weakest when He was laid in the 
grave ; but they have confounded the powers of dark- 
ness. And so He may make use of me, weak and feeble 
that I am, and ignorant likewise, to help, and encourage, 
and even teach others. To Thee, Lord, be all the honour ! 

Worthless and lost our offerings seem. 

Drops in the ocean of His praise ; 
But Mercy with her genial beam 

Is ripening theui to pearly blaze. 
To sparkle in His crown above, 
''Vbo welcQtnea here a child's aB there an «n^ftY%\wft. 
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September 17. 

Haggai i. 5. Consider your ways. 

There is no season or occasion in which this injunction 
is not appropriate. I go on so carelessly and thought- 
lessly, taking for granted, as it were, that I am right, 
that my conduct and its motives are right, that I am very 
likely to be deceived by the smoothness and easiness of 
my life. How often may it be said of me with truth 
that I do not really know what I do, or what I am ! 
When I really consider, cast about on this side and that, 
look close and deep, turn over the secret impulses under 
which I act, call up chance words, and make a thorough, 
strict examination, how very different do they appear ! 
I pray God to lay me open to myself ! 

When Thou, O Lord, shalt stand disclosed 

In majesty severe, 
And sit in judgment on my soul. 

Oh, how shall I appear P 



September 18. 

Haggai ii. 8. The silver is Mine, and the gold is Mine, 

saith the Lord of Hosts, , 

How apt I am to forget this ! I wish for more, or I 
giieve overj some loss, or I am in great want, and fear 
starvation, and forget that God has given me what I 
have, and that that is the very best. If He pleases, He 
can take all away from me, or He can give me a fresh sup- 
ply. And in undertaking any good work I am tempted 
to look for rich persons to help, and to fear if money does 
* not come in. To God belong all the known and unknown 
gold-fields. He will call out the precious metal as He 
sees it is wanted here or there. What is wanted is not 
this, but that each one of us, myself and all around, be 
diligently occupied in God's good work. If I give my 
will, God will find the means. 

Silver and gold the Lord doth not require, 
These earthly treasures He Himself can find : 

Give us, good Lord, a hearty strong desire, 
Give us a thankful and vi viVL^Ti^ xc^vcA* 
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September 19. 

Matt. xx. 9. And when they came that were hired about the 
elev&nth hour, they received every man a penny. 

Who can sufficiently admire and extol the goodness 
and lovingkindness of God in admitting sinners into His 
bosom at last, when they have so long set at nought all 
His offers of grace ? But so it is. He still calls and 
calls again. He still holds out free pardon and abundant 
grace to those who through childhood, youth, and man- 
hood, have heard in vain. And though I have despised 
His mercies so many times, it is the same mercy which 
He offers me now, the same full pardon : " Your sins and 
your iDiquities will I remember no more." Lord, 
enable me now to accept Thy grace, and no more throw 
it asile ! 

Thou art as ready to forgive. 

As I am ready to repine : 
Thou therefore all the praise receive ; 

Be shame and self-abhorrence mine. 



September 20. 

1 Cor. v. 8. Not with old leaven, neither with the leaven of 
malice and wickedness, but with the unleaver^ed bread o/ sin- 
cerity and truth. 

It is a dreadful mockery to turn religion and worship 
into a deceit, and to pretend to serve God and worship 
Him while it is only a pretence. Hypocrisy in anything 
is very bad, but as Chnstians to put on a garb of devo- 
tion, concealing an empty and worldly heart, this is a 
most degrading, contemptible, and shocking imposture., 
God forbade the use of leaven during the Passover, to 
signify that He must have His people pure, and sincere, 
and earnest, and real. I wish my heart went always 
with my body and my lips in worship, and that I felt all 
that the words signify which I use. O Lord, purge out 
the old worldliness from my heart ! 

Jesus lives ! for us He died ; 

Then alone to Jesus living. 
Pure in heart may we abide. 

Our whole selves in service giving. 
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September 21. 

Matt. ix. 9. And as Jesus passed forth from thence. He saw 
a man, named Matthew, sitting at the receipt of custom : and He 
saith ttnto him. Follow Me, And he arose, and followed Him, 

The rich and the poor have one and the same way to 
. heaven, to follow Christ, giving up all for Him, as He 
gave up all for them. Whether I have little or much, 
as the world reckons, what is it compared either with 
the unsearchable riches of Christ and eternal life, or with 
what Christ parted with to save me ? And if I am for 
His sake a loser of earthly things at the present time, 
will He neglect me, and let me be a real loser in the end ? 
Has He not promised to take eare of me in this life, an(^ 
to give me much more in the life to come ? 

At once he rose and left his gold ; 

His treasure and his heart 
Transferred, where he shall safe hehold 

Earth and her idols part. 



September 22. 

1 CoE. viii. 2. If any man think that he hnoweth anything, he 
knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know. 

How ready persons are to boast of a little knowledge, 
which they may think they have ! Yet after all what is 
knowledge ? If we have really begun to know anything, 
we have found out how very much more there is to know 
about it, which w^ never expected. And this is especially 
true in the things of God. The wisest man can learn but 
very little of these. To the holy, and patient, and pure, 
God teaches something; and we shall always find these 
persons owning their ignorance. When I am tempted 
to boast of my learning and wisdom, may God shew me 
my real ignorance, that I may ever ask fpr wisdom of 
Him, and not presume to thiuk highly of myself, but 
eagerly desire to "love God'* that I may be *' known 
of Him.'' 

Vain man his learning and his skill may hoast. 
But what is all this unto Thee, O Lord ? 

Teach me, I pray Thee, what I value most, 
To know Thee, Father, and tfc^ft B^jeroJiiiL'^ ^x^* 
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September 23. 

Zech. ix. 12. Turn you to the strong hold, ye 'prisoners of hope : 
even to-day do I declare that I will render double unto thee. 

"What would become of us, but for the hope which is in 
Jesus ? And what hope could stand against fear and sense 
of deserved punishment, but that which is built on such 
an all-sufficient foundation? When all things on earth 
fail, then how precious is the hope of a better portion 
hereafter ! When friends pass out of our arms here, how 
precious to hope for a home in heaven where there is no 
parting ! When conscience pricks us with the remembrance 
of past sin, how precious beyond expression the hope of 
pardon and acceptance through Jesus Christ ! When sin 
in the heart strives for the mastery, how sweet the hope 
that Christ will bruise him under our feet shortly ! 

Meanwhile with every son and saint of Thine 

Along the glorious line. 
Sitting^ by turns beneath Thy sacred feet. 

We'll hold communion sweet, 
Know them by look and voice, and thank them all 
For helping us in thrall. 
For words of hope, and bright examples given, 
To shew through moonless skies that there is light in heaven. 



September 24. 

Matt. xxv. 13. Watch therefore^ for ye know neither the day 
nor the hour wherein the Son of Man comet h. 

Who believes this, or thinks it of any importance ? At 
least do not most persons seem to live on without watch- 
ing ? Do they really think that He may suddenly appear 
while they are in the midst of their various occupations ? 
Do I myself really believe that He may come to-day ? and 
at any hour to-day? while I am at my work, or my meals, 
or amusing myself? Should I like Him to find me with 
a bad word on my tongue, or wasting my time, or quar- 
relling, or indulging in proud thoughts, or scheming against 
a neighbour, or stifling the voice of my conscience ? 

Watch, for He may come this day ; 
Watch, lest thou be led astray ; 
Watch, lest He should find thee sleeping; 
Watch, and trust thy Father's keeping. 
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September 25. 

Zech. xiv. 21. Tea, every pot in Jerusalem and in Judah 
shall be holiness unto the Lord. 

God is to be served with everything, not only in re- 
ligious services, and on religious days, but every day, and 
in every act. The common duties of life are to be per- 
formed for Him ; the house- work, or trade, or business, 
or letter-writing, or intercourse of society, all is to be 
done as His work, of which an account is to be rendered 
to Him, and all therefore is to be holy, so that He can 
draw honour to Himself from it, and that we may look 
for His blessing and reward for it. I will try to set God 
before me in all things, to do all things unto Him, and to 
lead all my household to do the same, that we all may be 
holy unto the Lord. 

The trivial round, the common task. 
Will furnish all we ought to ask. 
Room to deny ourselves, a road 
To bring us daily nearer God. 



September 26. 

Mal. iii. 16. Then they that feared the Lord spake often one 
to another : and the Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book 
of remembrance was written before Him for them that feared the 
Lord, and that thought upon His Nam^ 

God has intendedj that we shall stir up one another to 
floly things by our words and example. We are often- 
times very free in talking with our neighbours of earthly 
matters which interest us, and we know how much we 
are often influenced by what others say. Why do wo 
maintain so strict a reserve on religious subjects? We 
might get, and we might do, a great amount of spiritual 
good, if we would thoughtfully and reverently converse 
with those who fear God about those things which are of 
chief interest to ourselves and to them. See, it is said, 
that God keeps a book to treasure up all such conversation. 

So is it still : to holy tears. 
In lonely hours, Christ risen appears ; 
In social houirs, who Christ would see. 
Must turn all tasks to chacvt^ . 
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September 27. 

Mal. iv. 2. Unto you that fear My Name shall the Sun of 
righteousness arise with healing in His wings ; and ye shall go 
forth, and grow up as calves of the stall, 

God ever gives " grace for grace." If He gives the 
grace to fear His Kame, He also rewards that grace with 
fresh supplies of grace. Jesus Christ sheds His own light 
upon them, and warms them with His love, so that they 
grow holier, more spiritual in thought aiid feeling, stronger 
in faith and patience, more ready and more able to advance 
God's glory. I wish to fear God and to love Him. I wish 
to make progress in good things. Lord Jesus, I do look 
to Thee to shine upon me, and give me out of Thyself 
that nourishment and strength which shall make me more 
and more what Thou wouldest have me to be ! 

Come, Jesus, conoe, return again ; 

With brighter beanis Thy servants bless. 
Who long to hail Thy perfect reign. 

And share Thy kingdom's happiness. 



September 28. 

1 Cor. Kiii. 12. Now we see through a glass, darkly ; but then 
face to face : now I know in part ; but then shall I kpmo even 
as also I am known. 

The highest advance of the Christian on earth is as 
nothing to what he shall be in heaven. Saints as the^ 
grow nearer to God find only how far removed they are 
Irom Him. They see Him only to learn how little they 
see, how much is beyond their sight. Oh, the unspeakable 
blessedness of being close to God, with nothing to inter- 
vene between ourselves and Him ; to know Him as He is, 
in all His greatness, goodness, love. It is but a little I 
can learn of that now. But, gracious Saviour, cease not 
to teach me more and more. Shew me more and more of 
Him, that I may be more fitted to come to Him. 

There is a land of pure delight, 
Where saints immortal reign ; 
• Infinite day excludes the night. 

And pleasures banish pain. 
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September 29. 

Heb. i. 14. Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of saltation F 

What appliances does God provide for His children to 
preserve them from all harm, and help them to heaven ! 
Those blessed spirits who know no sin, and who un- 
ceasingly praise God before His face, are appointed to 
take continual care of us, and it is by their succour and 
defence that we are strengthened and protected. But 
how seldom do I think of them ! They are with me at 
all times, suggesting what God wishes me to think, keep- 
ing off dangers, trying to persuade me to good, carrying 
up word to heaven of all which befalls me* Why do I 
not fear them — fear that they will report my evil thoughts 
and actions to God } For Jesus Christ's sake, O Lord, let 
Thine angels ever succour me ! 

Lord, give Thy angels every day 
Command to guide us on our way, 
And bid them every evening keep 
Their watch around us while we sleep. 



September 30. 

Mare iii. 10. Se had healed many ; insomuch that they pressed 
upon Him for to touch Him, as many as had plagues, 

I learn in this verse two things. One, that when I see 
how. much my Saviour has done for poor sinners, I should 
myself continually seek to touch Him by faith, which I 
may do by frequent receiving of Holy Communion. There 
I caa find Him. He will come into my inmost soul, and 
will work my healing and confirming in all goodness. 
The other, that I shall let others see what He does for 
me ; by my patient, gentle, pure, and holy living, shew 
to them what His power and love have wrought for me, 
and in me, that so they may be induced to touch Him for 
themselves. If they see that I am healed, they will come 
to the Physician on their own account. 

Were half the breath that's vainly spent. 
To heaven in supplication sent. 
Your cheerful song would ofbener be, 
" Hear what the Lord hath done fot \DkfcV' 
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Ootober 1. 

Ps. i. 2. But his delight is in the law of the Lord : and in 
His law will he exercise himself day and night. 

How much smaller a part of God's Word had David and 
the saints of his day to gladden them and guide them 
than I have ! And how much less light had they to make 
its meaning plain to them. But, alas ! instead of finding 
my great delight in the Bible, I am often glad when I 
can lay it down and take up with something else. Oh, 
my cold, dull, earthly heart. Lord, I pray Thee, quicken 
me, cleanse and raise my desires, give me Thy Spirit to 
make me take more pleasure in what concerns Thee, and 
in what Thou in Thy love hast written for me. I desire 
to be Thine ; make me what Thou wouldest have me, and 
what I wish to be. 

Safe in my heart, and closely hid. 

Thy Word, my treasure lies. 
To saccour me with timely aid. 

When sinful thoughts arise. 

October 2, 

2 CoR. i. 4. Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we 
may he able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the 
comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God, 

It is one of God's purposes in chastening, that we may 
learn the blessedness of His comfort. Then He intends 
that we teach others the sweetness of our own experience. 
And this is one of His reasons for sending so much trou- 
ble on His people in this world, that others may have the 
opportunity of telling them what comfort and peace they 
have received. We ought to be diligent in trying to 
soothe our neighbour's distresses, in comforting him in 
his trouble, in opening out to him the sources of peace 
and consolation which are in God's love. And whilst 
we do this God will ever comfort us afresh, teaching us 
more and more of Himself, that we may teach others 
more and more of what we learn. 

Peace I give you. My own peace, 

Then soothe thy brother's sorrow ; 
Troubles may to-night increase. 

But joy will come to-morrow. 
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October 3. 

Ps. xvi. 9. / have set God always before me : for He is on 
my right hand, therefore I shall not fall. 

If I would always set God before me, remember that I 
am in His Presence, and try to act according to His will 
and command, depending on His grace to strengthen me, 
how many falls and disturbances I should escape. When 
danger came, or difficulties arose, or temptations assailed 
me, I should find Him on my right hand ready to protect, 
to guide, and defend me. Then I should not be caught in 
snares, or drawn into false steps, or overcome by the Evil 
One. I am so easily overcome because I forget God's com- 
mand, and depend on myself instead of Him. 

Let my one thought, one hope, one prayer, 

Thine image seek. Thy glory see j 
Let every other wish and care 

Be left confidingly to Thee ! 



October 4. 

Ps. xxiii. 4. Tea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, I will fear no evil : for Thou art with me ; Thy rod and 
Thy staff comfort me. 

The last moment of my life must come some day. How 
can I best provide for it ? If I could be sure that my 
dear Saviour would be with me, and carry me safe into 
Paradise, I should not be afraid. But I remember my 
sins ; and perhaps my faith at last may fail, and I am 
altugetb^r unworthy. But this is only unbelief. Let me 
now look to Him as my Shepherd, and take His good 
things, and trust Him, and follow Him: then He will 
not remember my sins, He will not suffer my faith to 
fail. His worthiness will be mine. He will be sure to 
be with me, and I shall be accepted for His sake. 

Through each changing scene of life, 

Calm and sunshine, storm and strife. 

At the last dread parting hour. 

In Thy judgment's might and power — 

Lord, deliver and defend us. 

Let Thy Spirit still attend >». 
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October 5. 

2 Cor. iv. 16. For which catise we fainU not ; but though our 
outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. 

1^0 ! I cannot faint, with all God's promises, so con- 
tinually repeated; with the experience of His truthful- 
ness so unvaryingly vouchsafed me, it would be too un- 
grateful in me to doubt that He will remain my stedfast 
friend. My poor body may wax weaker and weaker, all 
outward helps may seem to grow of less and less value, 
but I will not doubt that He will all the more make 
Himself known to me within, and will strengthen and 
refresh my soul with His renewing grace. I can welcome 
any suffering, for I will surely believe that He will never 
leave me nor forsake me. 

My God, my Saviour, sweet to be 
Dependent every hour on Thee ! 
Amid life's bitterness, how sweet 
Thy loving-kindnesses to meet ! 

October 6. 

Ma.rx ix. 43. If thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for 
thee to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into 
hell, into the fire that never shall be quenched. 

I must make my choice : it is of no use to deceive my- 
self. Trifling with sin, indulging foolish desires, gratify- 
ing my appetites, following my own fancies, and saying 
that these are only trifling thmgs, this will not answer. 
There is the unquenchable fire, and I must make a des- 
perate effort if I am to escape it. Can I doubt its being 
worth the effort ? What use will all this world be to me, 
hands, feet, eyes, comforts, gains, honours, in hell ? And 
which of these things shall I miss when I am in heaven ? 
Lord, give me grace to make the effort, and tear mj'self 
from whatever offends Thee ! 

Oh, it is a weary life. 

Full of toils and dangers, 
Full of sorrows, full of strife. 

We in it but strangers ! 
Oh, it is a world of woe ! 

Why should we so love it. 
And prefer life's cares below 

To life's joys above it P 
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October 7. 

2 Cos. vi. 18. / mil be a Father unto yoUy and ye shall be My 
sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty, 

What imtold treasures are hidden in this gracious pro- 
mise ! Earthly parents may fail in many ways, and they 
must sooner or later be removed. But God is ever the 
same : the same unbounded tenderness, compassion, sym- 
pathy, forethought, making allowances, helping with eye, 
and hand, and in spirit ; the same permission to me to go 
to Him in trouble, difficulty, sin ; the same confidence of 
a gracious acceptance, a willing ear, a ready pardon, and 
at last, when I am removed out of this earthly home, 
a new and abiding home with Him. I am not worthy 
to be called His son, but as He calls me I will run to 
Him as my Pather. 

When my voice to Thee I raise. 
Let my soul ascend in praise ; 
When my knee is hent before Thee, 
Let my bended heart adore Thee ; 
Thou art holy, — Pather, make 
Sinners sach, for Jesus' sake. 



October 8. 

Mark xi. 25. And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have 
ought against any: that your Father also which is in heaven 
may forgive you your trespasses. 

The goodness and kindness of God ought to melt our 
hearts, and make us good and kind to each other. Persons 
do provoke me sometimes, and say things which are very 
trjdng. But what is all this compared with my repeated 
and obstinate disobedience to God's laws, my broken pro- 
mises ? Yet He is ready to forgive me, and 'requires no 
persuasion ; He offers to me to be reconciled. And I 
feel a grudge against my offending neighbour ! If He 
wiU but give me His grace, I will forgive readily and 
always : I will not kneel down to pray without first 
feeling at peace with everybody. 

Who hath offended thee, or owes thee ought P 
Ten thousand talents are forgiven thee. 

Bear not for him one low begrudging thought, 
Lest now again thy debts remembered be I 
FT. n. -v 
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October 9. 

Ps. xlvi. 1. God is our refuge and strength, a very present 
help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear. 

What comfort can be greater than this, that when 
trouble comes God is present with us: not like kind 
friends perhaps at a great distance, so that we cannot 
reach them for their advice, or protection, or assistance ; 
but actually present, close to us, so that we may fly at 
once to Him to defend us, and depend on Him for strength. 
I will try not to be afraid. I know that He sends the 
trouble, and that therefore it is no more than He can 
carry me through. I will try to trust and not be afraid. 
But I am so weak in heart — so little a thing drives away* 
my courage. Lord, I believe : help Thou mine unbelief! 

Ysun are the comforts earth supplies. 
As soon as grasped each pleasure dies ; 
Hopes once the brightest liave declined. 
Friends once most stedfast proved unkind ; 
One only voice to souls distressed. 
Seems still to promise certain rest. 



October 10. 
Mark xiii. 37. And what I say unto you I say unto all. Watch. 
I know what it is to watch for a person whom I ex- 
pect, or for something to pass by the door, or for the 
clock to strike. If I wish very much to see or to hear 
this thing or person, I dare not lose my attention for 
a moment, else it will be sure to happen just then. If I 
have to wait longer than I thought for, it is of little 
consequence, so that I do not miss it. How is it that 
I do not watch more carefully for Christ's second coming ? 
Either because I do not really believe in it ; or because 
I do not care so much about it. Yet what is there that 
can be thought of that is of half as much consequence to 
me as that? I know not when it will be; but when it 
comes, if I am ready, oh, what joy and blessedness ! if I 
am not ready, what can make up to me for the loss ? 

Listen to thy sorrowing Lord, 
Him thou lovest to obey ; 
It is He who speaks the word — 
Therefore watch and pray. 
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October 11. 

Ps. Ivi. 8. Thou tellest my wanderings : put Thou my tears 
into Thy bottle; are they not in Thy hook? 

Everything that concerns me God takes notice of — all 
my daily faults and wanderings. I own every time I go 
to church that I have erred and strayed from His ways. 
If I forget, He does not. Oh, that I were more particular 
in confessing them to Him ! Then besides, all my sorrows, 
my sorrow for these very wanderings, He takes notice of. 
He is pleased with them, and keeps them in remem- 
brance, like gathering up my tears to be kept in a bottle 
before Him. He writes down all — the faults and the 
repentances. Lord, make me more truly sorrowful, that 
I may mourn with real repentance ! 

And wilt Thou bear with every doubt. 

And pardon every sin> 
Subdue each fighting from without. 

Forgive each fear within ? 
I know Thou wilt — for thus Tby grace. 

Though oft provoked it be, 
Keflected from my Saviour's face. 

Shines brightest upon me. 



October 12. 

Maek XV. 38. And the veil of the temple was rent in twain 

from the top to the bottom. 

This signified that He was come and had offered up 
the real sacrifice, through whom we may all go boldly to 
the throne of grace ; that through Jesus Christ, because 
of His death upon the Cross, we may approach God in 
full hope of being heard and accepted. Now I am en- 
couraged to pray in the Name of Jesus, and believe with- 
out doubting that God gives me what I ask. In Holy 
.^Hommunion we come the nearest to God. Then Christ 
Himself is truly present. There is nothing now to stand 
between me and God. In Jesus Christ fidl things have 
been taken out of the way. 

Thy years, O God, can never fail. 
Nor Thy blest work within the veil ; 
Thyself the Lamb for sinners slain. 
Thy priesthood doth unchan.'gQid x^\si^\SL. 
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October 13. 
3 Cor. xii. 9. And He mid unto me, My grace is sufficient for 
thee : for My strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly 
therefore mil I rather glory in my in/irmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon ma. 

It is not pleasant to flesh and blood to feel weak and 
helpless : but what can be more blessed to the soul than 
to feel Christ's presence helping and strengthening it? 
He assures me that when I am tempted, in pain, in 
trouble, distressed, He will come and give me grace 
sufficient. My weakness then brings Him to me. If I 
were strong enough I should not have Him. How much 
better then to be weak, and to feel weak, and have Christ 
with me, than to feel stronger and be without Christ! 
"Welcome weakness, difficulty, sorrow, anything that bringi 
my dear Lord to my help ! 

|n life My grace shall strength supply 

Proportioned to thy day ; 
In death thou still shalt find Me nigh 

To wipe thy tears away. 

October 14. 
Luke i. 20. And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, 
until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou 
believest not My wordsy which shall be fulfilled in their season. 

Zechariah punished for his want of faith, and Saint 
Mary rewarded for her ready faith in the words of the 
same angel ! How hard it is to believe the plainest words 
of God : such for example as those we had yesterday of 
Christ's presence to give me strength ; or of God's anger 
against sin ; or of the vanity of the world ; or of the need 
to cast away even the things which seem the best if they 
hurt my soul; or of the efficacy of prayer! What need 
have I to pray with the Apostles, Lord, increase my faith ! 
and with the poor father. Help Thou mine unbelief! If God 
should punish me for my unbelief as I deserve, as He 
punished Zechariah ! I doubt not that I do lose very much 
blessing through my want of a simpler and fuller faith. 

Yes ! I do feel, my God, that I am Thine ! 

Thou art my joy — myself my only grief : 
Hear my complaint, low hending at Thy shrine, 

Lord, I believe : help Thou mine unbelief ! 
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October 15. 
Gal. i. 24!. And they glorified God in me, 

"Wlien I see a bad person converted, or hear a good 
person praised, or when I hear of some good thing done 
by one of whom I did not expect it, am I pleased and 
thankful to God for it ? Does a feeling of jealousy some- 
times rise up in my heart, as if it were a hurt to myself, 
a slur upon me, a disparagement of my good intentions or 
earnest services, that one whom I considered inferior to 
me should be spoken and thought well of? 'Or is my heart 
so full of love to God that 1 rejoice for His sake, and 
praise and honour and glorify Him who has worked so 
much good in one who seems almost as bad as I know 
myself to be ? 

Then at each soul's return 
The heavenly harps shall sound, 
" He that was dead now lives again, 
He that was lost is found." 



October 16. 

Ps. Ixxxv. 6. Wilt Thou not revive us again : that Thy people 

may rejoice in Thee ? 

my Lord, my religion, my faith, my love, my earnest- 
ness, die out so soon, my warmth disappears, and is in 
danger of departing altogether ! I pray Thee stir up Thy 
grace in my heart ; fan the flame of love and zeal within 
me, lift me up out of the dust, make me diligent and 
lively in faith, set me forward once again, that I may 
strive more and pray more, and may know and feel more 
of Thy help and of Thy presence: so shall I rejoice 
more in Thee. I am very dull, slow to give thanks, 
soon put out of heart, and all because Thou dost not stir 
me up and send me out of myself. Revive me, I pray 
Thee, as Thy love sees best. 

Lord, make this heart more purely Thine, 

That faith may never die ! 
So shall each careless cold desire. 

Once more devoutly bum. 
And all the fervour and the fire 

Of Heaven's first lov^ tq^iXvstu 
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October 17. 

Gal. iii. 27. As many of you as have been baptized into 

Christ have put on Christ, 

We have put Him on as our garment to cover us, our 
dress to mark us as His, our shield to protect us, our 
weapons to fight for us. Therefore we are bound to live 
according to Him, else He will cast us off and we shaU 
be naked, with no master to own us nor defence to cover 
us, no armour to resist our foes with. It is not a question 
with me whether I shall belong to Christ : my baptism 
has made me His ; and He is mine. He is bound to me 
and I to Him. He will not fail of His part of the cove- 
nant, if I keep mine. 

Again we g^rd us to the fight, 

Again we face the foe. 
Resolved, beneath Thy banner bright. 

Where Thou shalt lead, to go. 

October 18. 

Luke iv. 18, 19. The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He 
hath anointed Me to preach the Gospel to the poor; He hath 
sent Me to heal the brokenhearted^ to preach deliverance to the 
captives^ and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord. 

Christ has come to be the Healer of every wound of 
sin. I am sorely wounded by it, and I feel its effects in 
different ways at different times. When I am grieved for 
past sin and bowed down by the remembrance of it, He is 
my pardon ; when my past neglect causes me to go astray 
now, He is my light to shew me what I see not; when I 
cannot do the good I would because Satan has bound me, 
He is my deliverer, and sets me free ; when I am troubled 
in my conflicts with Satan, fighting, and though not over- 
come, yet hardly used and made very unhappy, He is my 
comforter. He assures me of acceptance, that for His 
sake I shall not be cast out or turned aside. 

For tears are weak, and sin is strong. 
And time is short, and sorrows long. 

For those who time misspend ; 
And they who would lie down in rest 
Should through life's journey do their best. 

As well as at its end. 
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October 10. 

Luke v. 16. And He withdrew Himself into the 
wilderness, and prayed. 

If my Lord felt this necessary, how much more must 
it be needful for me ! Not merely to content myself with 
stated prayers public, family, and private ; but at certain 
times, such as Lent, the Ember seasons, and when I am 
likely to have any special work to do, or any special 
temptation to resist, to go quite alone, shut out the world, 
and shut myself up with God, that I may gain something 
of the mind of God. The world is very obtrusive, and 
unless I am very particular and even obstinate, it will 
force its way into the holiest places and scenes. I must 
seek to draw myself entirely from the thought of worldly 
things, that I may hear God's '* stiU small voice.'* 

Bestrainiug prayer, we cease to fight : 
Prayer makes the Christian's armour bright j 
And Satan trembles when he sees 
The weakest saint upon his knees. 

October 20. 

Gal. vi. 9. Let us not be weary in well doing : for in due 
season we shall reap, if we faint not. 

It is so hard to persevere. I wish to find success at the 
beginning, and when things seem to go wrong, and not 
to make as much progress as I desire, I begin to weary, to 
complain, perhaps to blame God, and am ready to throw 
all up, to say it is of no use, like Moses to pray God to send 
some one else instead of me, or like Elijah to wish I might 
die. Oh, God's boundless condescension! He vouchsafes 
to cheer and enpourage me by the assurance that if I will 
persevere and not lose heart, I shall one day see the result, 
and reap a harvest. How much more is this than my poor 
efforts deserve ! 

Give me a calm, a thankful heart. 

From every murmur free ; 
The blessings of Thy grace impart, 

And let me live to Thee : 
Let the sweet hope that Thou art mine. 

My life and death attend, 
Thy presence through my journey shine, 

And crown my ^oume^'^ «ii^. 
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Ootober 21, 

Luke vii. 13. And when the Lord saw her. He had compassion 
on her, and said unio her. Weep not, 

Jesus bade her not weep because He bad tbe power, 
whicb He was about to exercise, of removing the cause of 
the tears. We cannot do this ; we cannot bring back the 
dead to life. But we may give the mourner good and 
effectual reasons why he should not weep as one without 
hope, and why he should rather rejoice than mourn. Jesus 
is the same as when He stood at the gate of Nain : " The 
Kesurrection and the Life." Yet a little whUe, and our 
loved ones that have gone before shall come back to life, 
to a much better and more lasting life. In the Kame of 
Jesus we bid the mourners wipe away their tears. 

Unchanged that voice — and though not yet 

The dead sit up and speak. 
Answering its call; we gladlier rest 
Our darlings on earth's qoiet hreast. 
And our hearts feel they must not hreak. 

October 22. 

Ps. cvii. 31. Oh that men would therefore praise the Lord for 
His goodness, and declare the wonders that He doeth for the 
children of men! 

It is as much a duty to thank and praise God for all the 
good things which He does to us, as it is to pray to Him 
for what we want. But too often it happens that while 
we are slow to pray, we are still more slow to give thanks. 
The very commonest of His favours, their daily repetition, 
their constancy, which make them so much more precious, 
and which therefore so much the more call for thankful- 
ness, help to make us forget the duty. God, I pray 
Thee turn my heart and my voice day by day to give 
Thee thanks ! 

When all Thy mercies, O my God, 

My thankful soul surveys, 
Transported with the view, I'm lost 

In wonder, love, and praise. 
Ten thousand thousand precious gifts 

My daily thanks employ ; 
Nor is the least a cheerful heart. 

That tastes those gifts with joy. 



^ 
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October 23. 

E?H. iii. 17 — 19. That ye^ being rooted and grounded in love, 
may he able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, 
and length, and depth, and height ; and to know the love of 
Christ, which passeth knowledge. 

■ For nothing could the Apostle better pray in behalf of 
his disciples, than that they might be able to know God's 
love. The heart which feels love and exhibits it is the 
only heart that can understand love. God the Holy Ghost 
must first put love into my heart, and fix me firm in love 
to God, and to His people for His sake : then shall I have 
the capacity for comprehending the wonderful mystery of 
His love to me, its vast extent in every way ; and then 
may I be led on to know it, though really it is beyond 
human knowledge. I do earnestly desire to be brought 
to love God, and to understand His love to me. 

Not for the hope of joys above^ 
But even as Thyself dost love. 
Thee will I love, and Thee adore. 
My King and God, for evermore. 



October 24, 

LiTKE X. 41, 42. Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled 
about many things : but one thing is needful. 

How gentle and tender this reproof! How much easier 
it is to be careful and bustling about common worldly 
matters, than to give real heed to the *' one thing !'* These 
other things may be very good and useful, and in a way 
necessary ; but eternal life, the saving of my soul, and the 
attending to what is required to save it, is absolutely 
necessary. And if this has been neglected, and my soid 
is lost, all these other matters will not bring it back again. 
Am I attending busily to earthly matters so as not to 
attend as I ought to my soul ? Am I as diligent in self- 
examination, in private prayer, in reading the Bible, in 
Holy Communion, as I ought to be ? Or am I distracted 
by my attention to worldly business ? 

Here may we prove the power of prayer. 
To strengthen faith and banish care ; 
To teach our faint desires to rise. 
And bring all heaven \Mfox^ qxiix «^^i^ 
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October 25. 

Ps. cxix, 71. /^ w good for me that I have been in trouble : 
that I may learn Thy statutes. 

There is no way to heaven easy to flesh and blood. I 
must learn it as even my dear Saviour was willing to 
** learn obedience," namely, '* by the things which He 
suffered." I start back from trouble, and yet I do desire 
that which nothing but trouble can teach me, the beauty, 
and sweetness, and goodness of God's laws. O my gra- 
cious Father, I cannot pray Thee to spare me trouble, 
but to send me just what Thou seest to bo the best for 
me ; only be Thou ever near me to comfort and strengthen 
me, and do Thou make all turn into good to me, so that 
by-and-by, at least, I may praise Thee for my afflictions. 

For oh, without Thee, what the smiles 
With which a treacherons world beguiles ? 
While with Thee — tears, and loss, and pain, 
Touched by Thy grace, are turned to gain. 

October 26. 

Luke xii. 34. Where your treasure is, there will your 

heart be also. 

What is my treasure, and where is it ? Is it money 
put out to interest ? Is it my children ? Is it my health 
and strength, or my talents of mind, by which I hope to 
earn my living ? I am sure to be constantly thinking 
about it, fretting about it, in fear lest I should lose it, 
anxious to make the most of it. Is God my treasure ? 
Is my heart with Him ? Is He the thing I long for above 
all ? Am I loving to think of Him, to talk wifii Him, to 
work for Him ? Am I afraid of losing Him, and anxious 
to make the most of Him, to get as close to Him as pos- 
sible, and draw all out of Him that I can ? Do I feel that 
He is more, far more to me than all the world beside ? 

Servant of God, and can it be 

That such a soul as thine 
Could ever for sin's mastery 

Thy Master's house resign ; 
Choose present pleasure here, instead 

Of joy which never dies; 
And rather sleep amid the dead, 

Than with the living rise ? 
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October 27. 

Phil. i. 6. Being confident of this very thing ^ that lie which 
hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day 
of Jesus Christ, 

God does not do things imperfectly. He does not lead 
His people out, and then leave them on the way. What 
He begins He is always ready to carry on to perfection. 
He begins a good work, the work of salvation, in my soul. 
If I will not resist Him, or refuse His grace. He will 
carry it on in the way He sees best, till the work is per- 
fect in glory. I cannot see beforehand how He will carry 
it on, nor can I understand how each, detail bears upon 
the whole ; but He knows what He does : and when I 
forget Him He is thinking of me. 

Let it suffice thee, speak no more 

Of this, it may not be ; 
Thou canst not see what lies before : 

Submit and follow Me. 



October 28. 

Eph. ii. 22. In Whom ye also are builded together for an 
habitation of God through the Spirit. 

Our Lord's last prayer for His Church was that she 
might be one. It is God*s great purpose that she should 
be one. But at present the sins of her members have 
sadly divided her. She is rent and broken in all direc- 
tions. "What can I do, what am I doing to heal her 
wounds ? Two things I ought to do : I ought to pray 
daily that God will remove all her diiferences, and in 
His own way and time present her as one and undivided. 
And I ought to do nothing to aggravate her evils, either 
by word or deed ; not saying harsh and unkind things of 
others, not joining with her enemies, not separating from 
her even when I do not understand her, not hiding or 
slurring over any part of that One Truth which is com- 
mitted to her keeping. 

O Holy Ghost, Thou God of peace. 
Pity Thy Church, now rent in twain ; 

Bid wrath, and strife, «kXi^ NQLna.\!k!(:,^ ^^^^a^k^ 
And let us all \>e one ql^^wu 
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Ootober 20. 
Phil. iii. 13, 14. Forgetting those things which are behind, and 
reaching /orth unto those things which are before, I press toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus, 
Onward ! onward ! There is no rest for me, no stopping- 
place on this side of the grave. Ever to fight against some 
fresh temptation, ever to watch against the return of some 
old enemy, ever to seek after some other grace, ever to 
purge away the remains of some defilement. If I think 
to have done enough, that I may remain as I am, let me 
set before me the example of Him who is perfect. Till I 
am perfect as He is, till I am out of the flesh and safe in 
Paradise, I must be more and more diligent in pressing 
forward, that I may be sure not to miss at last, through 
Jesus Christ. 

Upward still to purer heights. 

Onward yet to scenes more blest. 
Calmer regions, clearer lights, 

Till we reach the promised rest. 
Holy Jesu, day by day, 
T ead ns in the narrow way. 

October 30. 
Luke xvi. 8. The children of this world are in their generation 

wiser than the children of light. 
Is not this as true in my case as with any others ? Men 
of the world are much more careful to provide for the future 
of themselves and their families, riches, lands, a home, 
credit, and so forth. And I find myself just the same 
— more particular about things of this kind, which, how- 
ever important, are but for a time, than about pardon and 
holiness, which are for eternity. Am I not often more 
particular about a trifling gain, or a piece of good manners, 
than I am about checking an evil habit, or resisting a 
temptation ? Do not men of money make great present 
sacnfices to win a great future profit ? Why do I grudge 
a little self-denial to win heaven ? 

A noble army, men and hoys. 
The matron and the maid. 
Around the Savionr's throne rejoice. 

In robes of light arrayed. 
Th^ climbed the steep ascent of heaven 

Ijiroogh peril, toil, and pain ; — 
O God, to us may grace be given 
To foUoir in tbeur taraxn. 
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October 31. 

Ps. cxlix. 5. Let the mints he joyful mih glory : let them 

rejoice in their beds. 

This is the Eve of All Saints' Day. They are joyful 
now, rejoicing in their beds in Paradise, waiting for their 
glory. How did they attain their present joy ? Not by 
ease and plenty, and the dazzling toys of earth ; but by 
suffering, self-denial, fasting, prayer, and the holiness 
and patience which these things engender. I would be 
a saint. God knows how unlike one I am at present. 
Like them, I must forsake dl, subdue all my earthly 
self to Christ, and be made in the inner man like Christ. 
But this can only be through His dwelling in me by His 
Spirit. He may sometimes seem to make me heavy for 
a time, but there is no true joy for the morning without 
this heaviness. 

A saint ! Oh, would that I coald claim 
The privileged, the honoured name, 
And confidently take my stand, 
Though lowest, in the saintly hand ! 

November 1. 

Rev. vii. 14. These are they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have washed their robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb, 

Oh, who can paint the blessedness of those who are 
once and for ever safe ? or who can imagine beforehand 
the greatness of their glory ? Yet they do not belong to 
a different order of beings from myself, but once were 
such as I am, some of them as weak, and foolish, and 
perverse, and sinning as myself. But they sought the 
Fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness, and having 
found Jesus their Saviour, they laid all their sins on Him, 
and took on them His service, and are saved by Him. 
The same is just as possible for me as for them. Lord 
Jesus, I believe in Thee, I love Thee ; I wish to believe 
and love Thee more : save me for Thine own sake ! 

These are the saints heloved of Qod ; 
Washed are their robes in Jesus' blood ; 
More spotless than the purest white. 
They shine in never*fading light. 
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Noyember 2. 

Ltjke xviii. 13. And the publican, standing afar off, would not 
lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, 
saying, God be merciful to me a sinner, 

Wha^ is my prevailing thought and feeling when I go 
to worship God ? Is it that I am so great a sinner I am 
not worthy to come before Him ? Or is it that I am so far 
good for coming to church and saying my prayers, while 
others neglect them ? Or am I glad when it is all over ? 
I am ashamed when I reflect that I am not more ashamed 
of myself. I think so little of my daily faults and sins. 
Even at the altar I am not humble, I am thinking of 
other things, and sometimes of what is actually sinful. 
May God for Jesus Christ's sake not impute to me the 
sinfulness of my holy things ! 

Prayer is the contrite sinner'a voice, 

Betuming from his ways ; 
While angels in their songs rejoice. 

And say, ** Behold, he prays V* 



November 3. 

CoL. iii. 16. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all 
wisdom ; teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lord, 

"What use do I make of music ? The world goes wildly 
after it for its own pleasure and gratification. Music is 
very useful to help to join other hearts to our own in 
worshipping God; to tranquillize our own soul; to ele- 
vate our feelings; to give utterance to deep and earnest 
devotion. Do I enjoy it most when it is used for worship ? 
Or do I only care when my ears and my taste are pleased ? 
Whatever musical powers I have are from God, and I am 
bound to use them first of all for Him, and to glorify Him 
always in the using them. 

He who gave you breath to sing. 

By whose strength ye sweep the string. 

He hath chosen you to lead 

His hosannas here below : 
Mount and claim your glorious meed; 

Linger not with sin and woe. 
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NoYember4. 

\ Ps. XX. 7. Some put their trust in chariots, and some in horses ; 
but tee toill remember the Name of the Lord our God. 

There is such a temptation at all times to look to and 
depend upon the earthly means which God employs, in- 
stead of to God Himself. In sickness, to the physician 
and his medicine ; in weakness of body, to food ; in want, 
to labour or friends ; in difficulty, to the counsel of wise 
advisers ; in evils within the Church, to her rulers ; in 
temptation, to the means of escape ; in spiritual things in 
general, to Sacraments and other ordinances. I am so 
prone to forget that God can use any means which He 
pleases, what I expect and what I do not expect; but 
that not the means, but He Himself, is my real help, and 
hope, and refuge, and strength. 

Thy favour, all my journey through. 

Thou art engaged to grant ; 
What else I want, or think I do, 

'Tis hetter still to want.' 

November 5. 

LiJKE xxi. 34. Take heed to yourselves^ lest at any time your 
hearts be overcharged with surfeiting , drunkenness, and cares of 
this life, and so that day come upon you unawares. 

To take heed, beware, be on the watch! How often 
these things are commanded by our Blessed Lord. It is 
that which our natural hearts so obstinately rebel against. 
I should be very glad to do right, if it would always come 
natural and easy to me. But my especial trial and work 
is to be perpetually on guard. Here three of the com- 
monest things are mentioned as needing carefulness : 
eating, drinking, and worldly occupations and business. 
How very many souls are lost by not guarding these 
three things ! 

So teach me. Lord, to number 

The moments as they fly, 
So teach me, Lord, to Thee to live 

That I to Thee may die; 
That all my powers, all my praise 

To Thee may first be given, 
And all my talents, all my days 

Be consecrate to Heaven. 
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November 6. 

Fs. xxxii. 8. / will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which 
thou shalt go ; / will guide thee with Mine eye. 

This is God*8 promise to me. I often am in difficulty 
and perplexity how I ought to act under different cir- 
cumstances. I need not long be in doubt if I will only 
ask God, and then try to leam what He wishes me to do, 
being ready and willing to do it. The reason of my ap- 
parent uncertainty so often is, that I do not wish to do 
God's will, but wish to find out that my own will is right ; 
I wish to think that His eye guides me my own way. 
How hard and deceitftd my heart is; and when I have 
for a long time accustomed myself to what is wrong, how 
hard it is to break the yoke and become free ! Lord, 
shew me the way that thou wouldest have me walk in ! 

Thy way, not ours, O Lord, 

However dark it be ! 
Lead ns by Thine own hand : 

The path we leave to Thee. 



November 7. 
Luke xxiii. 46. Father^ into Thy hands I commend My Spirit, 
Now, at all times, in life and in death, in sorrow and in 
joy, I beg Thee, Lord, to take me and all that concerns 
me, and do for me what is best. I wish not to have one 
care, one thought, one wish, one breathing, but what is 
from Thee, and for Thee. If Thou wilt care for me, and 
undertake for me, why need I wish to interfere and mar 
Thy gracious work ? Thy Bosom is always soft and full of 
tenderness, and pity, and love. My poor sinful, sinning, 
distressed soul can find no such rest elsewhere. I pray 
Thee, Lord, take from me everything that can possibly 
hinder me fi'om resting simply on Thee ! 

As Christ, upon the Cross 

In death reclined. 
Into His Father's hands 
His parting soul resigned ; 
So now herself my soul 

Would wholly give 
Into His sacred charge. 
In whom all spirits live. 
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November 8. 

Ps. xlii. 1. Like as the hart desireth the waterbrooks': so- 
longeth my soul after Thee, God. 

How often my grief and complaint is that this is not 
the case with me. And yet there are other times when 
my better part gains the victory, and the world, and the 
flesh, and myself seem to be, what I know they really are, 
vanity ; and I feel that nothing can satisfy me, or come 
up to my desires, but God Himself. Oh, how foolish of 
me, to be so taken up with these miserable things of this 
life, which cannot satisfy, cannot help me, cannot comfort 
me, cannot preserve me from harm, cannot even cheer me 
in the dreariness of a sleepless night : instead of going out 
straight to my dear God and Father in heaven, who will 
always do all things for me and cannot fail ! Lord, make 
me long for Thee ardently, and for Thee done ! 

Thou knowest I love Thee, dearest Lord, 

But oh ! I long to soar. 
Far from the sphere of mortal joys. 

And learn to love Thee more. 



November 9. 
1 Thess. v. 17. Pray without ceasing. 
Many persons give up attempting to obey this command, 
because they think it impossible. But if we have the will 
to strive after it, it is not so hopeless even for ordinary 
Christians. If we never undertake anything without 
praying for God's guidance and for God's help in it ; if 
while in conversation, or in business, or even in pleasure 
and amusement, our hearts are continually^sing up to 
God with the request that He will preserve us from sin, 
suggest good thoughts, bridle and guide our tongue, check 
and direct our feelings, this will be a very near approach 
to unceasing prayer. This is what I must strive to attain ; 
and for that purpose I will try to consult my Father in 
heaven in all undertakings, and seek to Him for help and 
strength and protection many times in every day. 

Prayer is the Christian's vital breath, 

The Christian's native air, 
His watchword at the gate of death ; 

He enters heaven hy i^xa^ec. 

TT.II, (> 
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November 10. 

Ps. li. 10. Create in me a clean heart, God ; and renew 

a right spirit loithin me. 

I have neglected and wasted the grace of my Baptism 
80 often, and so sadly, that I do not deserve to even be 
called the child of God, or to hope that any grace remains 
to me. I have need to cry, as if for the first time, that 
God will give me a renewed heart. I hope He will 
receive me like the prodigal son, and work a great change 
within me. I pray Him to make the fountain within 
me pure again, to ** incline my heart to keep His law.*' 
This is what I so much want — a new, a different, a pure, 
a holy heart and spirit, that can only take pleasure in 
what is pure and holy. 

Oh, for a heart to praise my God — 

A heart from sin set free ! 
A heart that* s sprinkled with the Blood 

So freely shed for me ! 



November 11. 

John iii. 19. And this is the condemnation^ that light is come 
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than lights be- 
cause their days were evil. 

The Gospel is either life or death. All my spiritual 
opportunities and advantages are of this awful character 
to me. If I am to live in sin, I had better have been 
bom in a heathen country. My Baptism, education. Con- 
firmation, continual Church privileges, daily services, 
weekly Conftunions, all have the life of Christ in them. 
If I despise and reject them, or neglect to draw life fix>m 
them, they are like the stone, grinding me to powder. 
Why do I value these gifts so little? Wliy do I not 
care to go to Church on week-days, or more frequently 
to Communion ? Is it not partly because I secretly love 
the dark ways of the world more than the light of holi- 
ness and purity ? 

Let my first* fear be, lest I grieve 
The grace that taught me to believe ; 
Let my last care be, not to prove 
Ungratefiil for Thy saving love. 
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November 12. 

2 Thess. Jii. 1. Brethren, pray for us, that the word of the 
Lord may have free course, and be glorified. 

The priests of the Church are to be the continual in- 
tercessors for the people ; but they, in their turn, require 
the continual prayers of the people for them. The com- 
plaints made against the clergy for their lukewarmness, in- 
capacity, dulness, and so forth, should probably be turned 
ba^k upon the people, because they neglect to pray for the 
clergy to God, who has their hearts in His hand, and who 
has made their mouth, and can guide them aright. Do I 
always remember the Ember seasons as they return, and 
pray specially for those who are to be newly ordained ? 

Lord, pour Thy Spirit from on high. 
And Thine ordained servants bless ; 

Thy promised power to each supply. 

And clothe Thy priests with righteousness. 



November 13. 

Ps. Ixviii. 19. Praised be the Lord daily : even the Ood who 
helpeth us, andpoureth His benefits upon us. 

Every day there is fresh occasion to thank God, and 
every day, " day by day," we ought to ** magnify" Him. 
This praise and thanksgiving should be given in my own 
chamber, for mercies and goodness which the world does 
not know of; for little crosses borne in secret, family 
favours, temptations overcome, words fitly spoken, all 
things about which my devout soul loves to breathe it- 
self out into the secret ear of my dear Lofll. But, be- 
sides this, there is day by day renewed to us God's 
love in His Church, and all her ordinances, the never- 
failing sacrifice of His dear Son, and the ever-abiding 
presence of His precious Spirit. I am still His child 
through Jesus Christ, still a member of His Body the 
Church. As such, then, I must praise Him daily in 
His Church. How am I to do this without daily service ? 

New mercies, each returning day. 

Hover around us while we pray ; 

New perils pajst, new sins forgiven. 

New thoughts of God, new hopes of heaven.. 
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November 14. 

John vi. 67. Then said Jesus unto the twelve. Will ye 

also go away ? 

No doubt they were all shocked at the idea, as they 
afterwards were at the thought of denying Him. I too, 
have no present intention of giving up the service of 
Christ, and turning my back on religion. I should be 
shocked indeed at such a thought. But am I doing any- 
thing that is likely to lead that way ? When the Holy 
Table is spread Sunday after Sunday, and with the crowd 
I go home without feeding at that Table ; when the bell 
sounds time after time, saying that Church is open, and 
I without necessity stay away at my common business 
or pleasure ; when I hear my conscience calling me to 
some self-denial which I refuse to practise, or some word 
for Christ and His honour which I shrink from speaking, 
what am I really doing but ** going away*' from Him ? 

Do not I love Thee, O my Lord ? 

Behold my heart and see. 
And turn each hateful idol out 

That dares to rival Thee. 



« 



November 15. 

1 Tim. iv. 8. Godliness is profitable unto all things, having pro- 
mise of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. 

The godly man is best off on earth, wten all things are 
taken into account and valued aright. And no one will 
dispute that he will be best off in the world to come. 
If I want real substantial good, and to be sure of it, not 
subject to uncertainty, and change, and depression, and 
all these human conditions, this God promises me if I 
will seek Him and serve Him. But soon (how soon ! ) 
all this world's goods will have passed away. Satan, 
and the world, and the flesh, cannot promise me anything 
after death. But it is just then that God*8 best things 
come. This life in that future world, which is Jesus 
Christ, what is to be put in comparison with this ? 

All we possess 
Is His — and all we hope for, His ; 
Pilgrims of earth. His holy Name we bless. 
And look to heaven for peace and bliss. 
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November 16. 
Ps. Ixxxiv. 1. how amiable are Thy dwellings^ Thou 

Lord of hosts ! 

Very precious, very blessed, very lovely, is God's House 
here on earth, and its holy services ! When I can give 
my whole mind without distraction and hurry to these 
heavenly associations, I seem carried away towards heaven. 
Only to think that in very deed and truth God is there, 
and there for the very purpose of meeting me, that I may 
feel Him, and draw out of Him all I need, and carry Him 
away to all my temptations and duties ! This, if I could 
constantly realize it, would make me value church and 
its services more than I do. I know that God is every- 
where, and that when I pray in secret He hears me; 
but He is more near, and, if possible, more full of gifts, 
and graces, and blessings, of His love, where He records 
His Name, aad draws His children to Him. 

Though private prayer be a brave design, 

Tet public hath more promises, more love : 

He that loves God's abode, and to combine 

With saints on earth, shall one day with them shine. 

November 17. 
1 Tim. vi. 17, 18. Charge them that are rich in this world, that 

they be not highminded, that they do goody that they be 

rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate. 

What portion of my worldly goods do I give back to 
God, by giving it away, as it is called, " in charity ?** 
Those who *' are rich in this world," are to be ready to 
give. Now we all of us perhaps are rich compared with 
those who are poorer, and have nothing. If I am really 
wealthy, do I give away enough to make a difference to 
me, so that I cannot have everything which I wish for } 
If I am poor, do I try to give a certain actual portion of 
my earnings to do good to others, for missions, or collec- 
tions in Church, and so forth ? Do I think it a hardship 
to be called upon to contribute, or am I pleased to give, 
and wishing I could give more ? 

' We give Thee but Thine own, 

Whate'er the gift may be : 
All that we have is Thine alone, 
A trust, Lord, itomTasfe. 
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November 18. 

John x. 29. My Father^ which gave them Me, is greater than all ; 
and no man is able to pluck them out of My Father's hand. 

Am I sometimes cast down, and rea^y to think I shall 
after all be lost ? Satan may be, and is, very strong, but 
if I will but cling to my God, and cry to Him for help, 
He will not suffer the roaring lion to tear me from Him. 
If I am sorely tempted, and even if I am led away into 
sin, I will rim to my Father all the more, and pray, and 
cry, and entreat for pity aod help ; and Satan cannot get 
the mastery over Him. I am really quite safe as long as 
I do not doubt my Father's care, and do not suffer myself 
to be drawn away from Him. Satan boasts of his power ; 
but against God it is of no avail. 

And wilt Thou hear my sours complaint. 

And wilt Thou soothe its fears ? 
Wilt Thou forget to sin how prone 

Its wandering wishes he. 
And this rememher. Lord, alone. 

That it was bought by Thee P 

November 19r 

John xi. 43. Lazarus, come forth. And he that wa^ dead came forth. 

Thus will Christ speak at the last day to those who 
have fallen asleep, and then shall they at once come 
forth. Thus does He speak to the heathen unbaptized 
soul when He first visits him, and thus does the uncon- 
verted heart obey, is baptized, and lives. And thus do 
I beg Him to speak ever to me, and wake me from my 
sleep in sin, and rouse me up from that dying state to 
which I have gone back since my Baptism. All my 
tempers, passions, selfishness, pride, vanity, love of the 
world, like grave-clothes bind about my soul, and until 
He speaks to me with His word of power I cannot get 
forth. Lord, rouse me by any means, only rouse me and 
give me life ! 

Open thine eyes. 

Sin-seized soul, and see 
What cobweb-ties 

They are that trammel thee ; 
29'ot profitsi, pleasures, honours, as thou thinkest ; 
^^^low, pain, shame, at which thou n«^tIV^ VvcJkieiekt. 
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November 20. 

Ps. civ. 23. Man goeth forth to Ms work^ and to his 
labour, until the evening. 

"What should I think of the labouring man who wasted 
all the morning of the day, and so was overtaken by night 
with his work not half done ? I have only ** until the 
evening" for all my task. And I do not know when that 
evening will set in. All I know is that I am sent forth 
to my work, and that the evening is conung which will 
put an end to it. How many of my own age have I seen 
caught off when I thought they would have done much 
more service ! Perhaps my present work is the last that 
I shall be engaged in ! My account may soon be called 
for ! Is it ready ? Have I wound up everything ? 

Use the moments as they fly : 
Living,— know that thou must die; 
Dying, as thou daily art. 
Let this hope that peace impart 
Which God's word alone can give, — 
They who sleep in Christ shall live. 



ITovember 21. 

John xiiL 34, 35. jis I have loved you, that ye also love one 
another. By this shall all men know that ye are My disciples, 
if ye have love one to another. 

Do the people that I have to do with every day recog- 
nise me as one of Christ's disciples, by my kindness, forbear- 
ance, goodwill, forgiveness, unselfishness ? Or do they see 
that I am much like other persons who do not profess as 
much love for Jesus. When I really look at my blessed Sa- 
viour's life on earth, and think of tiie love which caused it, 
and see that love set forth as the rule of my love and beha- 
viour to others, I am ashamed of myself. What little petty 
differences, disappointments, slights, vexations, disturb my 
love to my fellow-Christians ! Oh, Lord, give me Thy love I 

Where divine affection lives. 
There the Lord His hlessing gives. 
There His will on earth is done. 
There His heaven is half begun ; — 
Lord, our great example prove^ 
Teach us idl like TViee \a \qn^. 
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November 22. 

Ps. cvii. 9. For He satisjieth the longing soul, and 
filleth the hungry soul with goodness. 

My deficiency is only in myself, not in Grod: He is 
always considering the wants of His people, and my par- 
ticular want, and is always ready to supply it. But I 
have so little longing and desire after good things. I 
am content without drawing near to God, and without 
feeling Him near me. He gives not a little and grudgingly, 
but He satisfies and fills those who come to Him with 
their cravings. Happy they who in His very presence 
only long for Him with a perpetual longing, and are 
ever unceasingly supplied out of Himself ! 

Forth from the dark and stormy sky. 
Lord, to Thine altar's shade we fly ; 
Far from the world, its hope and fear. 
Saviour, we seek Thy shelter here; 
Weary and weak. Thy grace we pray ; 
Torn not, O Lord, Thy guests away. 



November 23. 

John xv. 16. Ye have not chosen Me, but I have chosen you, and 
ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that 
your fruit should remain. 

Whatever grace I have, if I have a single good thought, 
or wish, or have any victory over any sin, it is all of God. 
If I desire in any degree to know God, or to follow Christ, 
it is all of His gift. It is not I who first go out towards 
Him, but it is He who puts the thought and desire in my 
heart. So that if I give way to it, I am walking after 
God; and if I resist it, I am resisting God. Oh, what 
goodness of God that He should have cared to choose me ! 
What is it for? That I may go and do His will, and 
shew the power of His grace. 

Lead us, heavenly Father, lead us 

O'er the world's tempestuous sea ; 
Guide U8, guard us, keep us, feed us, 

For we have no help but Thee ; 
Yet possessing every blessing 
— If our God our Father be. 
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November 24. 

IsA. ii. 22. Cease ye from man, whose breath is in his nostrils : 
for wherein is he to he accounted of? 

How foolish to be always looking to man for help, and 
guidance, and light, and strength; and then to find that 
man has nothing to depend on for himself ; his breath is 
taken away in a moment, and he is gone, and then where 
is all his assistance ? When shall I leam not to trust to 
persons and things which have no real stay in themselves, 
but to look to and depend on God only, who alone has all 
things in Himself? I find myself depending on man*s 
judgment, resting on man's skill, tempted even to turn 
aside from right because of man's opinion. Where shall 
I be, when these men have lost tiieir breath, and can 
do me neither good nor harm ? 

Thine for ever ! Saviour, keep 
These Thy fi*ail and trembling sheep. 
Safe alone beneath Thy care. 
Let US all Thy goodness share. 



November 25. 

ISA. V. 20. Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil ; 
that put darkness for light, and light for darkness ; that 'put 
bitter for sweet, and sweet for hitter ! 

Oh, the deceitfulness of my own heart, which is so 
easily deceived by the folly of the world, and will not 
look at things as they really are. How often have I per- 
suaded myself that wrong was right, and as soon as 
I had done the wrong, I could see plainly enough how it 
was. How often do I try to think bitter things are sweet, 
that the pleasures of sin are not really painful, ^nd yet 
how constantly am I suffering pain from them ! Lord, 
I pray Thee, extend Thy mercy to me, that I may own 
things to be what they really are, and so avoid the evil 
and choose the good — avoid Satan, and choose Thee for my 
good and only portion ! 

From path to path we roam for rest. 

Bat all our search is vain ; 
We seek for life among the dead. 

For joy where sorrows reign. 
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Noyember 26. 

Heb. ii. 1. Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to 
the things which we hate heard, lest at any time we should let 
them slip. 

How greatly will it aggravate eternal misery to reflect 
and feel that we once had eternal life in our grasp, and 
afterwards let it escape from us ! And yet I am in great 
danger of this. The good teaching which God has given 
me will not stay by me unless I take care of it. Like all 
other things on earth, it has a tendency to wear out, and 
so to perish. It requires careful watclung, and continual 
replenishing. I can see how others lose the freshness of 
their religion, and the depth and heartiness of their devo- 
tion, for want of care, and prayer, and watching. I shall 
be like them unless I take heed. 

Watch, for thoa thy guard must keep, 
Pray, for God mast speed thy way. 
Narrow is the road and steep. 

Therefore watch and pray. 



November 27. 



Heb. iii. 13. Exhort one another daily ^ while U is called To-day; 
lest any of you he hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 

How opportunely do these words occur just as the 
Christian year is about to end ! Have I been putting off 
good things through the past weeks and seasons of this 
year, which is now so nearly elided? "WTiich of those 
bygone days can I now call "To-day?" Alas, they 
are gone I Sin has beguiled me, and made me think I 
could do it better another day than the present. Sin 
is always false: how foolish am I to believe it again! 
I will try to employ each day diligently, and to exhort 
others to diligence, hoping that they will in their turn 
try to stir up myself. 

Friends of youth and neighbours gone. 
Earth to us a wilderness. 
Faint, despairing, left alone. 
Nought our failing years to bless : 
Still we hear Thee pleading, " Come, 
Lonely, broken-hearted, come." 
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ITovember 28. 

ISA. xi. 1. And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of 
Jesse^ and a Branch shall grow out of his roots. 

As the year begins, so it ends, with Jesus Christ. The 
prophets delight to tell of His coming, and of all the good 
things which He has for us. What is my feeling about 
Him. Is He all my salvation, and all my desire? Do 
I feel Him to be my light, my life, my hope, my only 
portion ? Does my hungry soul feed on Him, my sinful 
soul depend on Him for cleansing, my feeble soul trust 
to Him for strength ? Is He more precious to me than 
He was a year ago, when I began this book ? Oh, for 
shame on me, that I am still so cold, so dull, so indif- 
ferent ! Lord Jesus, have pity upon me, and help me to 
love and trust in Thee ! 

Jesus, my Lord, my God, my all. 
Hear me, blest Saviour, when I call ; 
Hear me, and from Thy dwelling-place 
Pour down the riches of Thy grace. 
Jesu, my Lord, 1 Thee adore ; 
Oh, make me love Thee more and more. 



Kovember 29. 

John xxi. 22. Follow thou Me. 

Still my gracious Saviour condescends to speak thus to 
me. He has not forgotten, nor forsaken me, nor cast me off. 
Still the same Guide, and the same Rule of life. Still 
opportunity to remedy some of the past mischief, and 
redeem some lost time. Still the same promise if I fol- 
low Him to the end. my blessed Saviour, help me to 
follow Thee in purity, in patience, in self-denial, in obe- 
dience, in love to others, in prayer, in watching, in per- 
severance. Forgive all my shortcomings, make me wholly 
Thine, and be Thou wholly mine, for Thine own sake. 
Amen. 

Whate*er pursuits my time employ, 
One thought shall fill my heart with joy ; 
That silent secret thought shall be. 
That all my hopes are fixed on Thee, — 
On Thee, my God, on TUee. 
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Fcap, %vo., cloth, 7s. 6d. ; morocco, IOs. 6d. — 32fRO. Edition, cloth, 

3s. 6d. ; morocco, plain, 58. ; morocco, by Mayday, 78. 
Cheap Edition, — Cloth, Is. 6d.; bound, 2s. 
THE CHILD'S CHRISTIAN YEAR. Hymns for every Sunday 
and Holyday throughout the Year. Cheap Edition, \%mo., cloth, 1#. 

By the late Bev. ISAAC WILIJAMa 

THE CATHEDRAL. Z2mo„ with Engravings, 4s. 6d. 
Fcap, %vo., Eighth Edition, 7s. 6d. 

THOUGHTS IN PAST YEARS. The Sixth JSdition, with sevefal 
new Poems, 82mo., cloth, 4s. 6d. 

THE BAPTISTERY; or, The Way of Eternal Life. By the An- 
thor of" The Cathedral." With Thirtv-four Plates from Boetius 
A BoLSWERT. A new Edition, revised by the Author. 2 vols,^ 
Fcap. Svo,, cloth, 148. Cheaper Edition, 32mo., cloth, Ss. 6d. 

THE CHRISTIAN SCHOLAR. Foolscap Svo., IOs. 6d. 
32fno., cloth, 4s. 6d. 

THE SEVEN DAYS ; or, The Old and New Creation. Fcap. Svo., 
new Edition, cloth, 7s. 6d. 

MORNING THOUGHTS. By a Clergyman. Suggested by the 
Second Lessons for the Daily Morning Service throughout the 
Year. 2 vols. Foolscap Svo., cloth, 5s. each. 

FLORUM SACRA. By the Rev. G. Hunt Smtttan. Second 
Edition. l6mo.. Is. 

HYMNS ON THE LITANY. By A. C. Fcap. Svo., on toned 
paper, cloth, 3s. 

CHRISTIAN BALLADS AND POEMS. By the Rev. A. C. 
Coxe. 18mo. A New Edition, price 3s. 

THE CLEVELAND PSALTER. The Book of Psalms in Eng- 
lish Verse, and in Measures suited for Sacred Music. By £• 
Churton, M.A., Archdeacon of Cleveland. Fcp, Svo,, cL, 7s. 6d. 
8 



PUBLISHBD BY JAMES PABKEB AND 00> 

AAMSTRONO.— Parochial Sermons. By the late Lord Bishop 
oif Orahamstown. Second JEdition, Fcap. 8vo., chthi ds. 

' Sermons on the Fasts and Festivals. Second 

Edition, Fcap, Svo,, cloth, 5s. 

BERNARD. — The Witness of God : Five Sermons preached before 
the University of Oxford. By Thomas Dehany Bernard, M.A., 
Exeter College ; Rector of Walcot; one of the Select Preachers for 
1855-6, and 1862-3 ; and Bampton Lecturer for 1864. Crown Svo., 
cloth, ds. 

BEVERIDOE. — Sermons on the Ministry and Ordinances of the 
Church of England. By Bishop Beyeridoe. l2mo,, cloth, 3s. 

BURBIDOE. — Leamington College Sermons. — School Life. — Ser- 
mons pre&ched in the Chapel of Leamington College. By Thomas 
BuRBiDOE, LL.D., Master of the College. Fcap. Svo,, cloth, 6b, 

BURROWS. — Parochial Sermons, by the Rev. Henry W. Bur- 
rows, B.D., Perpetual Curate of Christ Church, St. Pancras. 
Fc(^. Svo,, cloth, 6s. 

Second Series. JFhap, Svo,, cloth, 58. 

CHRISTIAN SEASONS.— Short and Plain Sermons for every 
Sunday and Holyday throughout the Year. Edited by the late 
Bishop op Grahamstown. 4 vols., Fcap. Svo., cloth, 16s. 

— — ^ A Second Series of Sermons for the Christian Seasons. 
Uniform with the above. 4 vols., JFcap. Svo,, cloth, 16s. 

TRENCH.— The Salt of the Earth. God sitting as a Refiner. Two 
Sermons preached at Ordinations of the Lord Bishop of Oxford. 
By Richard Chenevix Trench, D.D., Archbishop of Dublin 
and Bishop of Kildare, and late Examining Chaplain to the Bishop 
of Oxford. Fcap, Svo,, limp cloth. Is. 6d. 

Btf a Writer in the Trade for the Christian Seaeone, 

ILLUSTRATIONS OF FAITH.— EIGHT PLAIN SERMONS, 
by a Writer in the "Tracts for the Christian Seasons:" — Abel; 
Enoch; Noah; Abraham; Is^ac, Jacob) and Joseph ; Moses; The 
Walls of Jericho ; Conclusions. Fcap, Svo,, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Uniform, and by the same Author, 



Plain Sermons on the Book 
OP Common Prayer. Fcap, 
Svo,, cloth, 58. 

Historical and Practical 
Sermons on the Suffer- 



ings and Resurrection op 
Our Lord. 2 vols., Fcap, 8t)o., 
cloth, 10s. 
Sermons on New Testament 
Characters. Fcap, Svo,, 48. 



FAMILY READING.— Ninety Short Sermons for Family Reading, 
following the Order of the Christian Seasons. 2 vols., Fcap. Svo., Ss. 



THEOLOOIOAI. AND DEVOTIOKAI. WOBKB, 

Sermons — corUinved. 
FRASER. — Parifth Sermons. Second Series. By William Frase&« 
B.C.L., Vicar of Alton, Staffordshire, and Domestic Chaplain .to 
the Earl of Shrewsbury and Talbot. Feap. Stw., ehih, red €dge$, Sa. 

FURSE. — Sermons preached for the moat part in the Churches of 
St. Mary and St Matthias, Richmond, Surrey. By Charles 
Wellington Furse, M.A., of Balliol College ; Curate of Christ 
Church, St. Paneras ; and formerly Lecturer of St George's Chapel, 
Windsor. Post 800., cloth, 6s. 

HEATHCOTE.— Sermons. By Gilbert VirvTAif Heathcotb, 
Literate Priest ; Perpetual Curate of Hopton Cangeford, Diocese 
of Hereford; Author of "Seven Sermons," &c. Crown 8vo., 
cloth, Ss. 

HEURTLEY.— The Form of Sound Words : Helps towards holding 
it fast : Seven Sermons preached before the University of Oxford 
on some important points of Faith and Practice. By Charles A. 
Heurtlet, D.D., Margaret Professor of Divinity, and Canon of 
Christ Church. 8vo., elothf 7s. 6d. 

HUNTINGTON'S Sermons for the Holy Seasons of the Church, 
with others on various subjects. Svo., cloth, 68. 

— — ^-^ Second Series, Svo,, cloth, 6s. 

HUNTL£Y.r— The Year of the Church. A Course of Sermons 
by the late Rev. Richard Webster Huntlbt, M.A., some- 
time Fellow of All Souls College, Oxford, &c.; with a short 
Memoir by the Editor, the Rev. Sir G. Prevost, Bart., M.A. 
Fcap, 8vo., cloth lettered, 7s. 6d. 

HUSSEY. — Sermons, mostly Academical. With a Preface, contain- 
ing a Refutation of a Theory founded upon the Syriac Fragments 
of the Epistles of St Ignatius. By the late Rev. Robert Husset, 
B.D. 8vo.,c^M, lOs. 6d. 

LENTEN SERMONS AT OXFORD.— The Series for 1859. 
Fcap. 8«o., cloth, 5a, 

■ The Series for 1868. Svo., cloth, 7s. 6d. 

■ The Series for 1865. Svo., cloth, 7s. 6d. 

The Series for 1866. Svo., cloth, 78. 6d. 

MARRIOTT. — Sermons preached before the University of Oxford, 

and In other places. By the late Rev. C. Marriott, Fellow of 

Oriel College, Oxford. l2mo,, cloth, 6s. 
-^— — — Volume the Second. 12mo., cloth, 7s. 6d. 
I — Lectures on the Epistle of St Paul to the Romans. 

By the late Rev. C. Marriott, B.D., Fellow of Oriel College, 

Oxford. Edited by his Brother, the Rev. John Marriott. 

12mo., cloth, 6s* 
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PUBLISHED BY JAMES PAJtgmt AND CO, 

Sermons — contirvu^d, 
MATURIN.— Six Lectures on the Events of Holy Week. By 
William Maturin, M.A., Perpetual Curate of Grangegorman, 
Dublin. Second Edition, Crown 8vo., limp cloth, 28. 6cU 

M£TRICK..i— The Wisdom of Piety, and other Sermons, addressed 
chiefly to Undergraduates. By the Rev. F. Meyrick, M.A., 
Her Majesty's Inspector of Schools ; Fellow of Trinity College ; 
late Select Preacher before the University of Oxford; and Her 
Majesty's Preacher at Whitehall. Crown %vo,, 48. 

MOBERLY. — Sermons on the Beatitudes, with others mostly 
preached before the University of Oxford ; to which is added a 
Preface relating to the recent volume of <' Essays and Reviews." 
By the Rev. GsoBas Mobsbly, D.C.L., Head Master of Win- 
chester College. Second Edition. %vo,, 10s. 6d. 

MONRO. — Sermons, chiefly on the Responsibilities of the Ministerial 
Office. By the Rev. Edward Monro, Incumbent of Harrow Weald. 
8vo., eloth, 78. 

KORMAN. — Sermons preached in the Chapel of St Peter's College, 
Radley. By the Rev. R. W. Norman, M»A., Warden. Post 8vo., 
eUth, 78. 6d. 

PUSEY. — Parochial Sermons. From Advent to Whitsuntide. Vol. I. 
Jfifth Edition. 8vo., cloth, 7s. 6d. Vol. II. Fourth Edition. 8vo.» 
cloth, 78. 6d. 

RICE. — Sermons preached in the Chapel of St. Columba's College. 
By Charles H. Rice, M.A., Fellow of St. John's College, Oxford ; 
and Vicar- Choral of Armagh Cathedral. Croum %vo», limp cloth, 
Ss. 6d. 

SMITH.-*The Authenticity and Messianic Interpretation of the 
Prophecies of Isaiah Vindicated, in a Course of Sermons preached 
before the University of Oxford. By the Rev. R. Patnb Sicith, 
D.P., Regius Professor of Divinity. Svo., cloth, 10s. 6d. 

SWINNY. — Sermons on Several Occasions. By the late Rev. Henrt 
Hutchinson Swinnt, M.A., Vicar of Cuddesdon, and Principal 
of the Theological College; sometime Fellow of Magdalene Col- 
lege, Cambridge. With a Preface by the Lord Bishop of Oxford. 
Cro um %vo., cloth, 5s. 

TTJRNOCE.— Sermons. Addressed to the Congregation of St. 
Mary-le-Tower, Ipswich. By the Rev. J. R. Tubnook, M.A.y 
Incumbent. Fcap. Svo., cloth, 6s. 

WILLIAMS. — Sermons preached before the University of Oxford, 
and in Winchester Cathedral, by the late David Williams, D.C.L., 
Warden of New College, Oxford, and Canon of Winchester; 
formerly Head Master of Winchester College. With a Beiei 
Mbmoie of the Author. 8vo.i cloth, lOs. 6d« 
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THEOLOOICAX. AND DEVOTIONAX. WOBKS, 

'Eibratg of iJbt JfAif^tx%. 

S. AUOUSTINE*S Confessions. FouHh Edition 
— ^ Sermons on the New Test. 2 vols. - 
— — Homilies on the Psalms. 6 vols. 
^— ^— — — on the Gospel and First Epistle 
of S. John. 2 vols. . ,^ . .. 

i Practical Treatises - - - - 



S. CHRY80ST0M on S. Matthew. 8 vols. - 
i Homilies on S. John. 2 vols. 

— ^■^— — on the Acts. 2 vols. 

-^— ^ on S. Paul's Epistles. 7 vols, in 6 

— ^— ^— — on the Statues - - • 

S. CYRIL'S Lectures on the Creed. Srd Ed, - 
S.CYPRIAN'S Works. 2 vols. Srd Edition 
S. GREGORY THE GREAT on Book of Joh. 4 vols. 
S. EPHREM'S Rhythms on the Nativity, and on Faith,— 

(From the Syriac) - - . . 

S.ATHAKASIUS. Against the Ari^ns. 2 vote. 2nd Ed. 
' ' Historical Tracts - - - - 

The Festal Epistles .... 

TERTULLIAN'S Treatises. 2nd Edition - 
S. JUSTIN MARTYR. - - . - 

Or the complete set, 41 volt, ... 



ORIGINAL TEXTS. 
S. AUGUSTINI Confessiones 
S. CHRYSOSTOMI in Epist. ad Corinth. I. - 
-^^— ^^ ad Corinthios II. 

■ ad Romanos ... 

■ ' ad Galatas et Ephesios - 

<— — — — .^— ad Philipp., Coloss., Thessal. 

ad Tim.> Tit.> Philem. - 

- ad Hehraeos et Indices - 

THEODOREtl ad Romanos, Corinth, et Galat. 
12 
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PUBLISHED BY JAMES PABKEB AND 00. 

'EAtarg of ^ngIo«(2ratf)oUc ^fieologg. 



BP, ANDREW ES* Sermons. 5 vols. 

— Pattera of Catechistical Doctrine, &c. 

Tortura Torti - - - - 

— — Responsio ad ApoL Card. Bellarmini 

— Preces Privatse. Gr. et Lat. 

— ^— — Opuscula Posthuma ... 

I Minor Works and Indices - - - 

BP.BEVERIDGE'S English Works, 10 vols. 

— — Codex Canonum. 2 vols. - . - 

ABP. BRAMHALVS Works. 5 vols. 

BP, B ULVS Harmony on Justification. 2 vols. 
'—— Works on the Trinity. 3 vols. 

BP. COSINES Works. 6 vols. 
CRAKANTHORP'S Bet Eccl. Anglicanas - 
FRANK'S Sermons. 2 vols. - - - 

BP. FORBES* Considerationes Modests. 2 vols. 
BP. GUNNING on the Paschal, or Lent Fast 
HAMMOND'S Practical Catechism ... 
' Minor Theological Works - - . 

' Sermons. 2 Parts - . - 

HICKES* Treatises on the Priesthood. 8 vols. 
JOHN JOHNSON'S Unhloody Sacrifice. 2 vols. 
■ English Canons. 2 vols. - - - 

ABP. LAUD'S Works. Complete. 7 vols. - 
L*ESTR^NGE*S AWi&nce of myineOmces - 
MARSHALL'S Penitential Discipline 
BP. NICHOLSON on the Catechism 
BP. OVERALL'S Convocation-Book. 8vo. - 
BP. PEARSONS Vindiciae Ignatians. 2 vols. 
THORNDIKE'S Works. Complete. 6 vols. 
BP. WILSON'S Works. Complete. With Lipe, by 
ReT. J. Keblb. 7 vols. (8 Parts) • . . 
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THBOLOGIOAI. AND DgVOTIOHAL WOBKB, 

(EDatttiietfcal lessons. 

Designed to mid the Clergy in Public Catechising, ^^emp, 8«o. 



I. The Apostles' Creed. 6d. 
II. The Lord's Prater. 6d. 

III. The TEW Commaxdmests. 

6d. 

IV. The Two Sacramexts. 6d. 

y. The Parables. Pmrt L Is. 
VI. The Parables. Part IL Is. 



YIILTbe Morniho akd Evbh- 
iNo Prater, and thb 

LiTANT. Is. 

IX. Thb Miracles or ouk 

Lord. Part I. Is. 
X. The Miracles or ouk 
Lord. Part II. Is. 
XI. On THE Saints' DATS. Is. 



YII. The Tuirtt-mihb Arti- . XII. On Miscellaneous Sub- 

CLES. Is. 6d. I lECTS. Is. id, 

A NEW SERIES OF 

HISTORICAL TALES, 

ninstrating Church History, 

^biptcb for ^nund Smbing, (aroi^ Fximitfl, fc 

Sack, price It. 
Xncland. VdL I. F^nmoe 



No. L—Tbe Cat* Id the Hillg; or, , No. 1— Tke Bxil« of tlM CabeaBa: 
CeciUw Virilthns. a Jooraal wtkULm 4mtbm tkf D^daM 

No. 14. — The AUelaia BatUe ; or, ^ PttaeraUoa. 
Pelafiaiuiim in Britain. . No. SS.—Tbe Ikira of lU»«niia; and 

No. 5.— WUd SeeiMs ammgrt the Celts. ; The Beeeae. 

Mo. T ^The Birale : a Tale of the ^o.23.— Lanehe: aTaloofUiePorta- 

Aaglo-Bazoo Chareh. I KuneCliardiiBtheSiztecnttiCtotarT. 

Na 10.— The Black Daneo. Ko. 29.— Dorrs de Goaldim : a Tale of 

I the Portngoeee Berolotioii of 1640. 

Kn g land . VdLH. iBastemandVortlMniBiiTope. 

No. SL— TheFonaken; or,TheTS]Me No. 11.— The CoDTenioa of SC Vladl- 

of St. Donstan. mir ; or. The Maityra of Kief. 

No. 18.— Aobrej de L'Ome; or, The No. lT.-~The Novthem Light; a lUoof 

Times of St. Anselm. . leelaud aad GreealaBd. 

Na IC—AUee of Fobbiiig; or. The Times ' No. IS.— The Croeein Sweden ; or, Tlio 

of Jack Stiaw and Wat Tyler. | Days of King Ingi the Good. 

No. 24. — Walter the Armowcr; or. The ' No. 6.— The lawr-Hooae of Leros : a 

Interdict. ! TUe of the Baslera Chareh. 

Ko. 27.— Agnes Martin ; or. The Fall t No. 16.— The Daughters of Pola : a 

of Cardinal Woleej. Tale of the Great Tenth PeraeeatiflB. 



America and onr Cdkmies. no. 19.-Lncia*s Marriage; or. The 
No. t.— The ChiePa Dangfater ; or. The ; Lioiia of Wadj-Araba. 

Settlers in Virginia. I No. 9.— The Qoay of the Dioecnri : a 

No. 8.— The Conreit of Mawaachoeetta. History of Niceoe Tfasaa. 
No. ID.— Wolflngbam; or,TheConTiet- ; No. 4.- The Lily of Titis: a Sketeh 

Settler of Jerria Bay. flrooi Georgian Chareh History. 

No. 25.— The Gatedramens of the ' No. 12.— The S«a-Tigars: aTalo of Mo- 

Coraanadel Coast. I di»Tal Nestorianisai. 

Mo. 28.— Boee and Minnie ; or. The i No. 15.— The Bride of Bamenttah t a 

Loyalists : a Tale of Canada in 1837. Tale ofthe Jesuit Miarfeas to thoEast. 



Five Volumes are compUU, each, clotkt da. 



PTTBLISHED BY JAMES PABEEB AND 00. 

Wbt $tact(cal €txl%Han^% %ihxBXTs. 

AUOUSTINE. — The Confessions of St. Augustine. ISmo,, cloth, 2b, 

A KEMPIS.— Of the Imitation of Christ. By Thomas a Kempis. 
Four Books. A cheap Edition, entire. 18mo., cloth. Is. 

fiONWICEE.— The Life of Mr. Ambrose Bonwicke. Second Edi" 
Hon* 18mo., cloth, Is. 

NELSON. — The Life of George Bull, D.D., sometime Lord 
Bishop of St. David's. By Robert Nelson, Esq. l%mo,, cloth. 
Is. 6d. 

PRAYEBr-BOOK. — A Companion to the Prayer-book, compiled 
from the best sources. A new Edition, 18mo., cloth. Is. 

HEYLIN. — The Doctrine and Discipline of the English Church. 
Extracted from the introduction to " Cyprianus Anglicus," or the 
Life of Archbishop Laud. By Peter Heylin, 'D.'D, ISmo., 
cloth, 8d. 

HOOKER. — Of Divine Service, The Sacraments, &c. Being se- 
lections from Hooker's Fifth Book of the Ecclesiastical Polity. 
A new Edition, ISmo., cloth. Is. 6d. 

JONES OF NAYLAND.— Tracts on the Church ; conteining— An 
Essay on the Church, &c. By the Rev. W. Jones, of Nayland. 
ISmo., cloth. Is. 6d. 

I On the Figurative Language of the Holy Scripture, and the 

interpretation of it from the Scripture itself. 18mo., cloth, Is. 6d. 

KEN. — A Manual of Prayers. By Bishop Ken. 18mo., cloth, 6d. 

NICHOLSON.— An Exposition of the Catechism of the Church of 
England. By Bishop Nicholson. A new Edition, 18mo., clothe 
Is. 6d. 

PASCAL. — Thoughts on Religion, translated from the French. By 
Blaise Pascal. A new Edition. 18mo., cloth. Is. 6d. 

SHERLOCK.— The Practical Christian, or Devout Penitent By 
Dr. Sherlock. With a Life of the Author, by his former pupil, 
Thomas Wilson, D.D., sometime Lord Bishop of Sodor and Man. 
18fR0., cloth, 4s. ; or in four parts, sewed, Is. each. 

SPINCKES.— The True Church-of- England-Man's Companion in 
the Closet; or, A complete Manual of Private Devotions, collected 
from the writings of eminent Divines of the Church of England. 
Compiled by the Rev. Mr. Spinckes. 18iro., cloth, Is. 6d. 
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THEOLOGICAL AND DEVOTIONAL W0BE:S. 



ITie Practical Christian's Library — coTVtinued, 

SUTTON. — Learn to Live. By Christopher Sutton, D.D. Anew 
Sdiiion, ]8m«., Is. 6d. 

-^^^— Leani to Die. By Christopher Sutton, D.D. A new 
Edition. ISmo.t is. 

TAYLOR. — The Golden Grove; a choice Manual, containing what 
is to be believed, practised, and desired, or prayed for. By Bishop 
Jeremy Taylok. ISmo., cloth, 9d. 

■ The Rule and Exercises of Holy Living ; in which 

are described tlie means and instruments of obtaining every virtue 
and the remedies against every vice. ISmo., cloth, Is. 6d. 

The Rule and Exercises of Holy Dying ; in which are 



described the means and instruments of preparing ourselves and 
others respectively for a blessed death, &c. l8mo., cloth, Is. 6d. 

Tlie above two volumes in one, 28. 6d. 

WILSON. — A Short and Plain Instruction for the better understand- 
ing of THE Lord's Supper, with the necessary preparation required. 
A new Edition, reprinted entire. By Bishop Wilson. 32mo. 
eloth, Is. 

Also an Edition with Rubrics in red, cloth, 32mo., 2s. 

Sacra Privata. Private Meditations, Devotions, and 



Prayers. Adapted to general use. 32ino., Is. 

With red Rubrics, cloth, 32mo., 2s. 



In one volume, crown Svo., with Rubrics, roan, 12s. ; 
morocco, 16s. ; best morocco, IBs. 

STiie ©ailg Serbices of tfie Cijurcij of Englanlr, 

COMPLETE IN ONE VOLUME. 

Hating been requested by Mr. Parker to examine his new 
Edition of the " Daily Services" of the United Church of England 
and Ireland, and to express my opinion of it, I, having done so, 
most warmly commend it to all Churchmen, and especially to 
the Clergy, who will find in it a great help towards maintaining 
that godly and wholesome nsc of these Daily Services which the 
Prayer-book enjoins on " all Priests and Deacons who are not let by 
sickness or some other urgent cause.'' S. OXON. 

GUDDEBDON P ALACK, 

Dec. 7, 1856. 
An Edition f in Two Volumes, on thick pa^er, price £1 10s. 
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